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ABSTRACT
PROPAGANDA AND PERSUASION BY TELEVISION 
DURING 1980 COUP D'ÉTAT IN TURKEY
Ülkem Özge Sevgilier
Department of Political Science and Public Administration 
Supervisor: Asst. Prof. Orhan Tekelioglu
August, 1998
This thesis tries to put a light upon the usage of television as an 
efficient tool of political communucation during 1980 military 
intervention. In this work, the place of television in Turkish society, 
impact on Turkish audience and the technological developments in 
different political periods are also analyzed. From the first day of 
broadcasting on these issues have been inspected through official 
reports, records and documents and data with official source were 
obtained. The juridicial substructure of television in Turkey was 
studied on the three different periods of military intervention. Also 
the writings and memoirs of who witnessesed these three periods and 
the socio-cultural echoes of this medium and regulations were tried to 
be figured in different chapters. With the oficcial data obtained, 
numerous tables and figures were drawn and the 
differences/improvements in these periods were examined through a 
comparative perspective.
Keywords: Political Communication, Military, Turkey, Television, 
Propaganda
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ÖZET
1980 ASKERİ MÜDAHALESİ SIRASINDA 
TELEVİZYON YOLUYLA PROPAGANDA
Ülkem Özge Sevgilier 
Siyaset Bilimi ve Kamu Yönetimi Bölümü 
Tez Yöneticisi: Yrd.Doç.Dr. Orhan Tekelioğlu
Ağustos, 1998
Bu tez, Türkiye'de 1980 askeri müdahalesi sırasında televizyonun 
etkin bir siyasi iletişim aracı olarak kullanımım incelemektedir. Bu 
çalışmada aynca televizyonun Türkiye'deki yeri, Türk insanı 
üzerindeki etkisi ve siyasi dönemlere göre teknolojik gelişmelerin 
seyri ilk günden itibaren incelenmiş ve resmi rapor ve kayıtlar 
doğrultusunda resmi kaynaklı bulgulara ulaşılmıştır. Türkiye'deki 
televizyon yayıncıiğmm hukuki altyapısı ve ilgili yasalar üç askeri 
müdahale dönemi için ayrı ayrı incelenmiş ve karşılaştırılmıştır. 
İncelenen dönemlerde olaylara tamklık ve ortaklık etmiş kişilerin 
basılmış anılan, makale ve yazılanndan yararlanılmış dönemin sosyo­
kültürel yapısı hakkında ilk ağızdan bilgi edinilmeye çalışılmıştır. 
Ulaşılan bulgular tablolar ve şekillerle karşılaştırmalı olarak 
incelenmiş, bu dönemlerin etkinlik yönünden farklılıkları ortaya 
çıkarılmaya çalışılmıştır.
Anahtar Kelimeler: Siyasi İletişim, Propaganda, Ordu ve Medya, 
Televizyon
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INTRODUCTION
The message is the medium.This is merely to 
say that the persoml and social consequences 
o f any medium...result from the new scale 
that is introduced into our affairs by each 
extension o f  ourselves or by any new 
technology.
M arshall M cLuhan
In Me Luhan's words the medium represents the message that is going 
to be spreaded along hence the technology and the new circumstances 
make a visible change in the society as a whole.
There are certain periods that had effected the recent history of 
Republic of Turkey that are mainly studied. The most important three 
periods that had left a deep impact on political and social sphere of 
Turkish society and also the juridicial structure of state and state 
interventionism were the times of military interventions. In this 
thesis, the periods of military interventions 1960-61, 1971-73 and 1980- 
83 were examined from the perspective of the changes in the policies 
on electronic media and also their practices. Although it had been a 
prominent issue for providing information to public, these three 
periods were not studied in a comparative framework with the
implications and the reflections on the social and. political life. In the 
earlier studies these issues were mentioned from a single perspective 
either in terms of the technological improvements or the program 
structures along the years or the new law texts introduced after military 
interventions. An academic work focused especially on the last 
military intervention in 1980 and its impact on television was not 
found through a research of six months at various huge archives in 
Turkey such as the library of Grand National Assembly, and the 
National Library of Turkey. At some of the written work, there were 
comparisons between the last two law scripts on electronic media but 
the interventions were not analyzed on three different periods and the 
social aspect was hardly mentioned. This thesis was written in order to 
provide a source with gathered official data and documents on law, 
television technology and society. The reason behind the choice of this 
thesis topic is briefly consisted of the matters outlined above.
This thesis has the objective of making a detailed inspection on 
the impact of television and the major changes in broadcasting policies 
at different periods under the supervision of different rulers. As the 
last example of military intervention law texts established after these 
interventions are studied and the administrative changes in Turkish 
Radio and Television Corporation, as the single source for electronic 
media till late 1988, are mentioned.
Turkey went through an experience of McLuhan emphasis, 
twice in the last fifty years. First by the introduction of the popular 
medium of the day, radio in mid ’20's then the late launch of
television in first at early '50's, Turkish society went through a process 
of change that worths a mention. The impact on the society was 
exercised by many different layers within the society and also by the 
members of the decision making cadres. As soon as its impact on the 
society was observed, the policy and priority changes on these two 
mediums began to be a hard core subject. The state intervention to the 
autonomous and rather a private enterprise radio is considered to be 
the first of these alterations. The new phase in the usage of radio was 
the new case. After being used as a tool for information, radio was 
transformed into a tool of propaganda activity. The re-invention  of this 
medium as a propaganda machine and the present circumstances with 
the major applications are a part of this thesis and they are mentioned 
briefly in order to visualize the path to the deliberate and systematic 
usage of these mass mediums along their short history in Turkey.
The development of television technology was rather a late 
beginning as long as the applications in other countries are concerned. 
But once it was introduced, the social and technological impact and 
improvements on television technolog}^ tells about a story of recent 
Turkish political history in terms of primacies and significance 
changed accordingly to the priorities of the current political 
atmosphere. Therefore as a corner stone in the historical / chronological 
improvements, television technology, the convention of television 
and its echoes on the political and private sphere had to be examined 
aswell. As a matter of fact, in the forthcoming chapters, the launch of 
this new electronic medium will be analyzed from different
standpoints with a chronological order of appearance. In order to 
provide an objective basis for this research topic, the official data 
published by the authorized institutions were inspected and the results 
are gathered from the official reports, documents, texts and scripts. For 
the juridicial changes on the subject; all related law texts on radio and 
television and the articles of constitution regarding radio, television 
and electronic broadcasting were analyzed.
The usage of television for the propaganda of ruler's policy has 
been the issue to determine the policies of broadcasting. Therefore the 
program genres broadcasted at given periods were analyzed for their 
importance in messages transmitted to the masses. The news content 
and the general discourse used in the presentation of the newscasts are 
also emphasized via original documents on news and program 
policies.
The issue of the "political language” used in a state enterprise 
TRT can be considered as the main standpoint when its ratio to the 
overall broadcast during the years of 1980 military intervention is 
considered. The usage of television with a systematical fashion was 
detected form the precautions and amendments in law texts and also by 
the official letters sent to the newsroom of TRT. The efforts to provide 
a wide-spread legitimization through the years of military 
intervention are mentioned and their presumed impact on Turkish 
audience is tried to be articulated. Although it seems to be a late 
invention  in terms of the usage of television for the adoption of
technology was rather late, the propagations made by television 
programs were also analyzed.
Tunca Toskay, professor and the first civil Director General of 
Turkish Radio and Television Corporation after 1980 military 
intervention draws a picture of the ruler-mass media relations in 
Turkey. Tunca Toskay points out that the political power holders in 
Turkey have "tried to manipulate the public broadcasting agencies at 
the level which the contemporary circumstances allowed them". From 
his perspective, the degree of manipulation changed according to the 
public broadcasting agency administrators' "protection by law", the 
influence of the "civil society groups" and the current "democratic 
grounds". This generalized definition holds the essence of the main 
points that Turkish broadcasting went through over the years^.
The role of media in the society as an independent, and powerful 
entity and their role in general is a constantly argued conflictual 
matter. As Oya Tokgoz reckons the different roles of media in the 
political power relations, she mentions three different kinds. The 
"watchdog", "lapdog" media and a third kind which is bound to the 
power oligarchy within the political system. In the watchdog role, 
media has the traditional task of being the fourth power within the 
political society^, Lapdog media means the obedience to the economical
^TuncaToskay. Türkiye'de Tlektronik Medyanın Gelişimi, Bazı Tespitler ve 
Düşünceler. In Emir Turam ed. 20007« Yıllara Doğru Türkiye'de Televizyon. (Altın 
Kitaplar. İstanbul.!996. ), 38.
 ^ Oya Tokgöz. Mrdya İle Siyaset: Bir Örnek Ülke Olarak Türirıyr. In Emir Turam ed. 
20Ü0'li Yıllara Doğru Türkiye'de Televizyon. (Altın Kitaplar. İstanbul.!996. ), !98-!99.
authority with a pro- status-quo character. She also mentions a fourth 
role "guard dog role" which has a rather utopic emphasis. In this role, 
media acts as a guard for the society as a whole. Its standpoint is the 
function of media within the social system 3.
The final decision on the main role of television in Turkey is a 
matter to be evaluated in the light of the information, documents end 
research materials which are presented in this thesis. But with a short 
overlook to the general stoiy the main reason why this thesis topic is 
chosen and why the last military intervention is mainly studied will 
easily be understood.
In this thesis, I will also try to cover many applications and 
impacts of "professional interventionism" and strategical mass 
communication policy making facts of these three main periods in 
Turkish political and communication history by certain examples, with 
the help of law texts, reports and memoirs.
3 Ibid.
CHAPTER I
AN IDEOLOGICAL FAIRY TALE: PROPAGANDA
Propaganda has been a part of the sociopolitical life of men from the 
city states of ancient Greek .^ Although it came to life in different shapes 
all through different ages of history it had gained importance by the 
invention of machines, used for mass communication. By the 
invention of radio in 1920's onwards the propaganda activity had 
gained a new shape and after television's being a part of ordinary 
citizen’s life it had become a broader subject which was both studied in 
the theory of political science and later the mass communication 
theories.
Propaganda has always been the rulers best friend no matter 
which territory of the world and which time-piece is concerned. To 
spread the very thoughts he takes his power from and the 
legitimization of his power in order to prevent any rebellious activity 
against his sovereignty and his goals has always been the main issue. 
Therefore the takeover of the means of communication as the first
 ^ Harold Lasswdl. Propaganda. In Robert Jackall ed. Propaganda (MacMillan Ltd. 
New York. 1995), 13-14.
thing when the new rulers come to rule is not just a simple 
coincidence.
The impact of propaganda activity over the masses is closely 
observed in the early years of 20th century by the agitation trains used 
in Bolshevik Revolution in 1918 for the brain washing of the masses by 
the silver screen  ^ . Propaganda movies were used to agitate the Russian 
audience at the most long distance provinces from the center as it was a 
kind of revolution which spreaded from the center to the periphery^ ,
When we come to the years of World War II, we see a certain 
propaganda activity which is considered as one of the most important 
strategies of pshycological war  ^ . For British and North American 
propaganda the movies were used as a tool for manipulation^ . When 
it comes to 3rd Reich Germany, it was both radio and the movie screen 
to agitate the masses in a systematical fashion^ . German Nazi 
propaganda had a great impact over the masses which has changed not
 ^Denise Youngblood. MoyjVs for the Masses. Popular Cinema and Soviet Society in the 
1920s. (Cambridge University Press. New York. 1992),13-50.
 ^Barrington Moore. Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy. (Beacon Press. 
Boston.1992), 454-458.
 ^ Paul Virilio. War and Cinema Die Logistics of Perception. (Verso Publishers. London. 
1989), 1-5.
 ^D.W Ellwood. "Shoumg the World What It Owed to Britain:" foreign policy and 
cultural propaganda. 1935-45. In Nicolas Pronay and D.W. Spring eds. (MacMillan 
Press. New York. 1986), 50-77.
Terry Chirtensen. ket’/ Politics. American Political Movies fiom Birth of a Nation to 
Platoon. (Basil Blackwell Ltd. London.1987), 63-73.
 ^ Ehrhard Bahr. Nazi Cultural Polites: Intentionalism and Functionalism. In Glenn R. 
Cuomo od. National Socialist Cultural Pe/icy. (St.Martin's Press. New York. 1995), 5- 
23.
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only the history of Europe but also the history of political 
communication and the so called history of the world.
1.1 Ideology
Television is best conceptualized, however, as the terrain of an ever- 
shifting and evolving hegemony in which consensus forged around 
competing ruling-class political positions, values and views of the 
world. The hegemony approach conceptualizes television as part of a 
process of economic, political, social and cultural struggle. According to 
this approach, different classes, sectors of capital, and social groups 
compete for social dominance and attempt to impose their visions, 
interests, and agendas on society as a whole. Hegemony is thus a 
shifting complex, and open phenomenon, always subject to 
contestation and upheaval.
The state apparatuses in the extended sense provide the site of 
both the element of coercion and also of that of hegemony^ 0.
Ruling groups attempt to integrate subordinate classes into the 
established order and dominant ideologies through a process of 
idological manipulation, indoctrination and, control. Hegemony
Anne Showstack Sassoon.Cram set's Politics. (Hutchinson Publishers. London. 1987), 
135.
theories posit an active populace that can always resist domination and 
thus point to the perpetual possibility of change and upheaval· .^
As Gramsci has noted, drawing upon the tradition whicih stems 
from Machiavelli the political domain must be understood as 
combining both coercion and consent  ^^  , Max Weber also put an 
emphasis on this understanding and and sees the state as a 
"compulsory assosication with territorial basis" in this description the 
use of force is regarded legitimate as long as its permitted and/or 
perscribed by the state. "The claim of the modern state to
monopolise the use of force is as essential to it as its character of 
compulsory jurisdiction and of continuous association"^^.
Herman and Chomsky calls the media as " adjuncts of 
government" and as the instruments of the dominating elites, that 
"manufacture consent" for the policies that support their interests^  ^
According to Herman and Chomsky, a series of "filters" control media 
content. They also include media sources and pressure groups and 
their main interests to determine the media language. The forces that 
filters out the content and images characterize the media as a 
propaganda machine. Herman and Chomsky likely to specify the
Douglas Kellner. Tcleinsion and the Crisis of Democracy. (Westview Press. 
Boulder. 1990), 16
Anne Showstack Sassoon.Ibid.
Max Weber. Hie Theory of Social and Economic Organisation. (The Free Press. New 
York. 1947), 156.
Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky Consent. (Pantheon Publishers.
New York. 1988.)
15 Ibid.
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definition and objective of the media as the instruments of the state 
that propagandize on behalf of the ruling elites and their policies^  ^.
The term hegemony is derived from the work of the Italian 
Marxist theorist Antonio Gramsci. In analyzing power relations, 
Gramsci distinguished between "force” and "consenfi^. By these two 
ways the ruling class exercises power and maintains social control. 
Since the institiutions such as the police force, the military use force to 
maintain social control, ideology wins consent for the social order 
without coercion. Hegemonic ideology attempts to legitimate the 
existing society, its institutions and its usual patterns in daily life. 
Ideology is hegemonic, when its widely accepted as describing "the way 
things are"^7 . The process of hegemony describes the social 
construction of reality through certain dominant ideological 
institutions, practices, and discourses^®. According to this specification 
of Kellner, through ideological mediation, hegemonic idology is 
translated into everyday consciousness and serves as a means of 
indirect rule. In Gramsci's words, ideologies "cement and unify the 
social bloc".
In the route of Faucault media power is considered to be a 
productive power'^ . A hegemony model of media power would
15 Ibid.
^^Gramsci Antonio. Prison Notebooks. (International Publishers. New York. 1971.) 
I^ Kellner Douglas, fi’/i’i’/s/o« and the Crisis of Democracy. (Westview Press. 
Boulder. 1990), 17. 
l®Ibid, 17.
Foucault Michel. Discipline and Punish. (Pantheon Publishers. New York. 1977)
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analyze how the media produce identities, role models and ideals; how 
they create new forms of discourse and experience; how they define 
situations, set agendas, and filter out oppositional ideas; and how they 
set limits and boundaries beyond which political discourse is not 
allowed. The media are thus considered by this model to be active, 
constitutive forces in political life and that both produce dominant 
ideas and positions and exclude oppositional ones^o,
In the structuralist Marxist theoreticians like Althusser and 
Parent!, although these models are class based, the state and the media 
are instruments used to advance the interests of the ruling class and to 
control the defeated class. This model assumes a unified ruling class 
with unitary interests.
In the book he edited on mass media and society James Curran 
emphasizes the liberalist approach to the media and democracy issues 
and the way media tend to operate in common^k The traditional 
liberalist thought argues that the primary democratic role of the media 
is to act as a public watchdog overseeing the state. This is usually 
defined as revealing abuses in the exercise of the state authority, 
although it is sometimes extended to inclulde facilitating a general 
debate about the functioning of the government“ .
Kellner Douglas, rf/m'sio« and the Crisis of Democracy. (Westview Press. 
Boulder. 1990), 18.
James Curran. Mass Media and Democracy: A Reappraisal. In James Curran and 
.Michael Gurevitch eds. Mass Media and Society. (Edward Arnold Publishers. New 
York. 1991), 83-84.
22 Ibid., 84.
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1.2 Propaganda
Propaganda in the broadest sense is the technque of influencing 
human action by the manipulation of represantitons23. As a matter of 
fact when we look at the most prominent historical examples of 
propaganda we realize its parallellity to that of political 
communication. From the anxiety of Frederic the Great for influencing 
the European public opinion to Napoleon's subsidizing a London 
newspaper and even to Bismarck, using Moritz Busch to spread 
favourable press comments, propaganda came to life in different roles 
in different occasions 24,
The following words were recorded soon after the First World 
War. It is obvious that primacy of propaganda was considered among 
the prominent issues of the agenda formations of the post-war states. 
On the other hand those were the years when radio emerged as a mass 
medium in the 1920's and the communication revolution came after.
"Propaganda is the task of creating and directing 
public opinion... Since strength for the purposes of 
war was the total strength of each belligerent nation, 
public opinion was as significant as fleets and 
armies. "
23 Harold Lasswell. Propaganda. In Robert Jackal! ed. Propaganda. (MacMillan Press. 
New York. 1995), 13.
24 Ibid., 13-14.
13
The organization and Functions o f the Ministry o f  
Information. Cnind. 9161. 1918^ ·^
Many official acts of legislation and administration derive their 
significance from the general as propaganda has the connotation of 
"self-conscious", "heavy-handed", "intentional" and "coercive" 
manipulation as Kernell argues^^.
A propaganda model suggests that the "societal purpose" of the 
media is to implant and defend the economic, social and political 
agenda of privileged groups that dominate the domestic society an the 
state. The media serve this purpose in many ways; through "selection 
of topics", "distribution of concerns", "farming of issues", "filtering of 
information", "emphasis and tone", and by keeping debate within the 
bounds of acceptible premises27,
The significant symbols of propaganda may often be circulated 
free of expence to the propagandist^ .^ Haorld Lasswell distinguishes 
war time or the times of turmoil (when national and international 
crises are at hand with the necessity of using means of coercion) when 
the special acts of manipulation take place and the ways of propagation 
are used. In his own words, hatred propaganda is always necessary in
Cate Haste. The Machinery of Propaganda. In Robert Jackall ed. Propaganda. 
(MacMillan Press. New York. 1995), 105.
26 Ibid., 20.
27 Edward Hermanand Noam Chomsky Manufacturing Consent. (Pantheon Publishers. 
New York. 1988.), 298
2^ Harold Lasswell.I bid., 17.
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war time to arouse and intensify hatred against military and diplomatic 
rivals and to attract neutral support^  ^ . In the light of this significance, 
the phropagandist’s task is to intensify attitudes favorable to his 
purposes to reverse obstructive attittudes, to prevent them from 
becoming antagonistic. As far as a "war problem" is concerned there 
are some specific conditions: communication networks,
interpenetration of population, relative military powers and organized 
prejudices are some of those which take part in this process’^.
As a matter of fact under "war conditions", the enemy must be 
represented as the menace, a mobilization of national hatred on the 
enemy must be obtained, the enemy is interpreted as the murderous 
aggressor and a satanic violator of the moral and conventional 
standards^i . Enemy always synonymously stood for "major obstacle 
to the cherished aims and ideals of the nation as a whole and of each 
constituent part 2^.
In the Propaganda Analysis volume 1, number 2, issued on 1937, 
it was indicated that "we are fooled by propaganda" mainly because we 
do not recognize when we see it. In the same issue, the Institute for  
Propaganda Analysis also pointed out that the devices of propaganda 
must be identified in the first place in order to make a healthy
29 Ibid., 15.
30 Ibid., 18.
31 Ibid.,18-19.
32 Ibid.
33
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recognition. The seven common propaganda devices were listed as
below^3;
1. The name-calling device
2. The glittering-generalities device
3. The transfer device
4. The testimonial device
5. The plain-folks device
6. The card-stacking device
7. The band-wagon device34
1. The "name calling" is a device to make us form a judgment without 
examining the evidence upon which it sould be based^ .^ Here the 
propagandist appeals to individual's hate and fear. Its made by giving 
bad names to those individuals, groups, nations, races, policies, 
practices, beliefs and ideals that he would have us reject^».
2. In the "glittering generalities" device, the propagandist identifies his 
program with virtue, by using"virtue words"37. j^e appeals to our 
emotions, love, generousity, brotherhood and so on. The words such as
Institute of Propaganda Analysis was esteblished in October 1937 with its orriginal 
offices at 130 Morningside Drive in New York City. Its aim was "to conduct objective 
non-partisan studies in the field of propaganda and public opinion". Institute covered a 
wide variety of issues relating to prapaganda, including anlyses of propaganda in the 
newspapers, movies, raido, in various corporate campaigns, and in textbooks and school 
curricula. (Robert Jackall. Propaganda.MacMillan Press. New York. 1995., 223-224)
^  Institute for Propaganda Analysis Here to Detect Propaganda. Re-printed in 
Propaganda. Robert Jackall ed. (MacMillan Press. New York. 1995), 217.
35 Ibid., 218.
36 Ibid.
37 Ibid., 219.
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"truth”, "freedom", "honor", "liberty", "social justice”, "loyalty", 
"progress", "democracy", "costitution defender" are commonly used . 
With this disourse the propagandist creates devils to fight and gods to 
adorers
3. "Transfer" is a device by which the propagandist carries over the 
authority, sanction, and prestige of something we respect and revere to 
something he would have us accept^  ^ . In the "transfer" device symbols 
are constantly used. For example flag symbolizes the nation. When the 
propagandist gets nation to approve a campaign on behalf of some 
program, he thereby transfers its authority, sanction, and prestige to 
that program^o.
4. The "testimonial" is a device to make us accept anything from a 
patent medicine, cigarette to a program of national policy^k In this 
device the testimonials are freely used.
5. "Plain folks" is the device used by miscallenaous opinion leaders 
such as politicians, business men, ministers, labor leaders in order to 
win confidence, appearing to the people as if they are one of them42 . 
This device is commonly used during the electoral campaigns.
38 Ibid.
39 Ibid., 219-220.
40 Ibid, 220.
41 Ibid, 220.
42 Ibid, 221.
43 Ibid., 221.
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6. In "card-stacking" the propagandist employs all the arts of deception 
to supporH^. He uses under-emphasis and over-emphasis frequently to 
avoid issues and facts^ *^ . He resorts to lies, censorship and distortion. 
He raises a new issue when he wants an embarrassing matter forgotten. 
By means of this device propagandist would convince us that a 
"ruthless war of aggression is a crusade for righteousness''^^ .
7. The " band wagon" is a device to make the individual follow the 
crowd to accept the propagandist's program. The theme used is 
"Everybody's doing it!". The employment of symbols, colors, music, 
movement and all dramatic arts is common^^.
In the light of the previous descriptions and shared comments, 
propaganda can easily be considered as an expression of opinion or 
action by individuals or groups with reference to predetermined ends. 
Without a possible appeal to our emotion; fears, loves, hates, courage, 
selfishness and unselfishness, propagandists would hardly influence 
opinions and actions.
1.3 Propaganda and the Ruler in 20th Century
The main characters of the mass media is considered to be four 
mediums for the 20th century. They are press, film, radio, and
44 Ibid.
45 Ibid.
46 Ibid., 222.
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televisions^. The role of these mediums in the socialization and the 
political socialization processes is inevitable. From the first day these 
mediums were invented and met the public eye, their impact on the 
masses had been an easy matter of observation. Political socialization 
process would not be an exception on this valid specification of media 
impact.
Nükhet Güz, in her article on the relationship between 
television and politics maps out the main points on the issue. The 
interaction of politics and the media takes to a point of a new 
description of the making of policies and their legitimization among 
the society.
"Political socialization and communicationprocess 
are two elements that are complementary for each other. 
The means of mass communication have an important 
role in the transmission of the messages to the target for 
the society of the 21st century. If we consider the effect of 
means of mass communication on the political manner 
and behaviour, the importance of these means for the 
political powerholders will be more clear.
0}^a Tokgöz sees the media as the most practical "medium" to 
transfer the information to the majority fast and efficiently. On the 
other hand the usage of media in order to be "known", to be "famous" 
and to "draw attention" on something/someone must not be 
forgotten'^  ^ . No matter by which motive mass communication
In order of appearance.
Nükhol Cüz. Kutucuğun Köşegeni Üzerinde Sit/ascf. In Emir Turam ed. 2000'Ii 
Yıllara Doğru Türkiye’de Televizyon. Altın Kitaplar. Ankara. 1996), 184.
Oya Tokgöz. Mri/yfl ile Siyaset: Örnek Ülke Olarak Türkiye. In Emir Turam ed. 
2()00'li Yıllara Doğru Türkiye'de Televizyon. Altın Kitaplar. Ankara. 1996), 198.
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mediums are used, the final result of the program they are used for 
becomes popular/ well known.
On of the most efficient usage of mass communication mediums 
were experienced in Third Reich Germany. The chosen medium of 
visual communication was film. Although before the breakout of war, 
Germany had a developed television substructure but the propaganda 
program did not include this medium.
1.3.3 Third Reich and Hand Made Reality
The political function of propaganda in the Third Reich was channeled 
through three different institutions: The Reich Ministry for Popular 
Enlightenment and Propaganda, the Central Propaganda Office of the 
Party, and Reich Chamber of Culture^® . Two days after his 
appointment to the Ministry of Propaganda in March 1933, Goebbels 
drew a clear line on his approach and the role of the new ministry in a 
press conference :
" We hav'e established a Ministry for Popular 
Enlighetnment and Propaganda. The two titles do 
not convey the same thing. Popular enlightenment 
is essentially something passive: porpaganda on the 
other hand is something active. We cannot be 
satisfied with just telling the people what we want 
and enlightening them as to how we are doing it.
David Welch. Nazi Film I’olicy: Control, Ideology, and Propaganda. In Glcnrx 
R.Cuomo ed. National Socialist Cultural Policy. St. Martin's Press. New York. 1995), 
95.
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We must replace this enlightenment with an active 
government porpafanda that aims at winning 
people over. It is not enough to reconcile people 
more or less to our regime, to move them toward a 
position of neutrality toward us; we would rather 
work on people until they are addicted to us...''^ ^
David Welch describes the political structure of the Third Reich 
as to be based on "twin pillars of the Party and the state". He expands 
this description and comes to the point of legitimization process and its 
priorities. According to Hitler it was the task of the state to continue the 
"historical development of the national administration within the 
framework of the law"^^.
With the establishment of the Propaganda Ministry, propaganda 
became primarily the responsibilty of the state^ ,^ jh e  means of 
propaganda were chosen carefully among the most popular mass 
communication mediums. The ultimate efficiency and maximum 
benefit were the pre-requisites of the chosen few. Goebbels had planned 
only five departments for the new ministry. By these five departments 
radio, press, active propaganda, film and theater practices were going to
be accomplished^^.
Film propaganda was Goebbels’ special interest, for he believed 
in the power of film to inflience people’s thought and beliefs, if not
51 Ibid., 96.
52 Ibid.,95.
53 Ibid.
54 David Welch. Ibid., 96.
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their actions. Joseph Goebbels declared that the German cinema had 
been given the mission of conquering the world "as the vaguard of the 
Nazi troops" . In a complete analysis by Welch on the feature films 
produced between 1933-1945 these results were achieved:
"An analysis of the different types of films produced 
during the Third Reich reveals a good deal about 
Goebbels' Film politik. Of the 1.100 feature films 
produced between 1933-1945, only about one-fifth 
were overtly propagandistic with a direct political 
content. Less than half of these films (96 out of 229) 
were "state-commisioned films" which included the 
most important films from a political standpoint 
and were given disproportionate funding and 
publicity. "56
Although film was the favourite medium for manipulation in 
the Third Reich Germany, television could not take its share from 
propaganda processes at that period. Television technology was living 
at its peaks in Germany at the pre-war period. The broadcasts began by 
1928 and in 1936 the broadcasts reached an audience of 160 thousand^ .^ 
Berlin Olympic Games in 1936 was taken to film but soon afterwards its 
version for television was printed and shown at six different cities in 
Germany58, The giant screens were located deliberately on the main
55 Ibid., 100.
56 Ibid., 107.
57 Jean-Noöl Jeannency. Başlan< ı^cından Günümüze Medya Tarihi. (Yapı Kredi 
Yayınları. İstanbul. 1998.), 262^
5^ Ibid.
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areas of the cities that a higher population can easily reach^  ^ . But 
because of the war all these improvements and new, revolutionary 
attempts had taken a long break by the break out of World War II. 
Television was far from being the favourite mass manipulation tool of 
the Third Reich. He has prefered radio and film for visualizing his 
secret-agenda; propaganda.
" Hitler's frightening success in using radio for the 
manipulation of masses during the Second World 
War gave rise to special situations for the post-war 
organization of broadcasting in Europe.
The experience on the success of propaganda by radio and film 
through World War II made the new medium to be accepted with 
reservation. Therefore, the new electronic medium, which was 
expected to have a greater power than the radio had, was regulated 
from the very beginning^ k
In the postwar period, theories and policies of communication 
have been largely domainated by two schools of thought: Marxist and 
liberal^k j\jo matter which school it was interpreted by.
Ibid.
Can Dündar. Terror And Media. A Critical Approach To The TV Coverage Of 
"Terrorist Events" In The Light Of Liberal Theory. PhD Thesis. (METU. Ankara. 
September 19%.), 12.
Ibid.,11 .
62 Majid Tehranian. Communication, Peace and Development. In Communicating 
For Peace. Felipe Korzenny and Stella Ting Toomey with Susan Douglas Ryan eds. 
International And Intcrciiltural Comjnunications Annual. Vol:14. (Sage Publications. 
London. 1990) , 157.
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communication has come to be identified synonymously with mass 
communication and its ideologial apparatus of persuasion and 
manipulation^^. The priorities in the identification of the "notion of 
communication" with its components have dramatically different 
profiles related to which part of the society it is raised from.
Table 1: Contradictory perspectives on Communication and
Development Goals viewed from center and the periphery.
Communication and 
development goals as viewed 
from the center
Communication and 
development goals as viewed 
from the periphery__________
National security and power
Social and political mobilization
National unity and identitiy 
Economic growth 
Political socialization 
Property and business rights 
Education/professional 
competence 
Information control 
Communication surveillance 
Government authority 
Central authority and control 
Cultural and artistic direction 
(sometimes censorship)_________
Group/individual choice and 
freedom
Social mobility and political 
access / circulation 
Subnational unity and identity 
Distributive justice 
Political participation 
Public and consumer rights 
Education/professional 
opportunities 
Information access 
Communication privacy 
Citizen power
Regional and local autonomy 
Cultural and artistic creativity 
(sometimes subversion)
Source: International and Intercultural Communications Annual^ ,^
Ibid.,]62. 
64 Ibid.
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As also shown in the table with the brief topics of intention, 
center seeks for legitimization and maintainance. Apart from the 
economical factors political socialization, education, communication 
surveillance, government authority, central authority and control, 
cultural and artistic direction, national unity and identity, social and 
political mobilization, national security and power are the main issues 
in the agenda of the center. When the end-point is the national 
security, national unity and identity and the political mobilization 
matters are the case, the power and means that the central authority 
uses creates its own legitimacy no matter how coercive they may be.
The critical approach on the usage of the mass media has been 
very effective on the legislative procedures after World War II. The 
limitations for the common good on the freedom of press and right to 
be informed brought in a debate on the state interventionism to the 
media. On the general perspective to the "state intervention for the 
sake of the society” to the means of mass communication has been 
justified in the post-war period^ .^ The justified state intervention 
paved the way to a new discussion on the differentiation of the given 
and existing truth/news. In a model where a "gatekeeper" decides 
about the news to inform the masses does it create a controlled pattern 
of giving/ taking information for the sake of the society or giving a
Can Dündar. Ibid.,12.
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reducted bunch of information and create a new form of alienation to 
the existing truth^^.
Nevertheless as Harold Laswell points out almost half a century 
ago, "propaganda is surely here to stay". The modern world is 
peculiarly dependent upon propaganda for the coordination of 
atomized components in times of cisis and for the conduct of large 
scale "normal" operations'^.
Erol Mutlu.//ef/'f/m Sözlüğü. (Ark Yayınlan. Ankara. 1995), 122-123. 
Ibid, Lasswell, 22.
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CHAPTER II
TURKEY AND TELEVISION
Television was created from the improvements in electrics and 
electronics between the end of 19th century and the first half of the 20th 
century. A German scientist Nipkow had taken the patent of a disc that 
showed pictures by sound waves^®. A pshycist in the United States 
called Jenkins had made similar work on televisions^. 1923 is the year 
when Zworkin took the patent of iconoscope, the television tube and 
in two years time Jenkins makes the mechanical television set^o . In 
1927, The first television transmission between New York and 
Washington was made by Bell Telephone Company. New York World 
Trade Fair was opened by Franklin Roosvelt and this incident was 
broadcasted live on television in 19397k
Ünsal Oskay. Toplumsal Gelişmede Radyo ve Televizyon. Geri Kalmışlık Açısından 
Olanaklar ve Sınırlar. (Ankara Üniversitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakültesi Yayınları 
No:410. Ankara. 1978), 17.
Ibid.
70 Ibid.
7^  William L. Rivers. The Mass Media. Harper and Row Publishers. New York. 1964), 
470-472. In Ünsal Oskay. Toplumsal Gelişmede Radyo ve Televizyon. Geri Kalmışlık 
Açısından Olanaklar ve Sınırlar. (Ankara Üniversitesi Siyasal Bilgiler Fakültesi 
Yayınlan No;410. Ankara. 1978), 17.
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On October 2, 1936 at the Alexandra Palace studios in London, 
BBC began to make broadcast addressing the public^ .^ By the year 1939, 
the broadcast duration per week was 24 hours and there were 20 
thousand television receivers in the area of greater London^^
Germany, as the country Turkey had technology and know-how 
support from, had made one of the earliest and most succesful attempts 
in television broadcast. The German Post Office began to make 
broadcast since 1928 on^ .^ This was the date Turkey had met the 
technology of radio as an overwhelming experience.
When we look at the improvements of television technology in 
the history of inventions, we realize that Turkey was far behind the 
whole story. The gap between the world television industry and the 
modest attempts of the Turkish Radio and Television Corporation was 
partly minimized by certain attempts, in terms of the overall broadcast 
hours. This can be considered as an important improvement for 
television in Turkey which only had the history of 6 years as a mass 
medium. But when we compare the specific dates on television we see 
what a late invention television was, for Turkey.
Jean-Noël Jeanneney. Başlangıcından Günümüze Medya Tarihi. Yapı Kredi 
Yayınlan. İstanbul. 1998.), 261.
73 Ibid
74 Ibid., 262.
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2.1 A Brief History of Radio and Television in Turkey
The decision to establish a radio station in Turkey, was made by the 
Turkish government, in 8 September, 1926. It gave the management of 
radio broadcasting right and activity to a private enterprise. Telsiz 
Telefon Türk Anonim Şirketi (Radio, Telephone Company Turk) for 
ten years. The co-founders of this enterprise were foreigners^s. Some of 
the share holders of this enterprise were Anadolu Ajansı 6^ a^d İş 
B a n k a s T h e  income sources of the company were the permit prices 
taken from the subscribers and the stamp-duty of the radio receivers^®. 
The first radio broadcast was made on May 6, 1927 but it was not very 
successful technically in terms of broadcast quality^^.
In a short period of time soon after the radio broadcasts began, 
the power and the impact of the radio on the Turkish society was 
realized and in the 1930s, with the thought of direct responsibility of 
the state, this medium and broadcasts must have been staked out^^. In 
a by-law accepted in 1936, the government delivered the right to 
manage radio broadcasting to a state enterprise Posta Telgraf Telefon
75 Beybin Kejanlıoğlu . Türkiye'de Radyo TV Yayıncılığı Siyasası. (Bağımsız İletişim 
Ağı Yerel Medya Eğitim Projesi Seminer Notlan. Ankara Üniversitesi İletişim 
Fakültesi. 11-12 Ekim 1997),2.
76 Anadolu Ajansı is the national news service of Turkey established by the order of 
Kemal Atatürk.
77 Tunca Toskay. Ibid., 36.
Özden Çankaya. Türkiye'de Radyo ve Televizyon Yayıncılığının Yasal Gelişimi. 
Emir Turam ed. Ibid., 66.
7  ^Tunca Toskay. lbid.,36.
Ö/dcn Çankaya. Ibid., 66.
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(General Post Office)^  ^ . From this date on, "radio" was financially 
under the administration of state treasury ( Özden Çankaya, Emir 
Turam, 66). During the Second World War means of 
telecomunnication were appearantly used for heavy propaganda 
activity. As for the political power holders' seeing these mediums in a 
single hand as a must. The electronic media is safer when its 
centralized and kept under supervision. For it was the only way to keep 
them under control. Turkey was not in a different situation in terms of 
the usage of the most popular mass medium of the epoch; radio. At 
those years keeping the tools of propaganda in one hand and to keep 
them under a strict control was found to be efficient. In order to 
transmit the news that is found to be to the" benefit of the nation" and 
also as "the expression of the national thoughts" Matbuat Umum 
M üdürlüğü  (The General Directorship of Press) was founded as a 
branch of the Prime Ministry .
TTie radio broadcasting facilities were held by PIT  for four years 
(1936-1940). During this period the power of transmission was 
increased. Since program production happened to be a challenge for 
PTT cadres of the times, this production business was then transferred 
to Basin Yayın ve Turizm Genel Müdürlüğü (Chairmanship of Press
Beybin Kejanlıoğlu . Ibid., 2.
^^Hasan Refik Ertuğ. Radyo İşletmeciliği. Siyasi İlimler Yayınevi. İstanbul. 1966. , 25. 
In Özden Çankaya. Türkiye'de Radyo ve Televizyon Yayıncılığı'nın Temel Gelişimi. 
Emir Turam eds. 2000'li Yıllara Doğru Türkiye'de TV. (Altın Kitaplar Yayınevi. 
İstanbul. 1996), 67.
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Broadcasting and Tourism) after 1940^3 , j j i js  was one of the 
foundations of the state. Until the day TRT was established in 1964, this 
foundation was responsible for radio broadcasting and the major 
improvements in technical matters and the content of broadcasting 
made in this period.
The first television broadcasting was made on 9th of July 1952 by 
Istanbul Technical University and the broadcast reached a limited 
audience in Istanbul for over 20 years. With a nation wide organization 
TRT made the first broadcasting in 1968^4. On January 31. 1968, by TRT 
Ankara Television, test signals were transmitted^^. By this 
transmission the scheduled brodcasts began, seven years after the 121st 
article of the Constitution was accepted on the TRT Corporation's duty 
to make television broadcast®  ^ . Via the transmittor with a power of 5 
KiloWatts the broadcasts began targeting the city of Ankara. This 
transmittor was a "gift" from the government of Federal Germany®  ^ . 
In 1971, an agreement was signed between Istanbul Technical 
University and Turkish Radio and Television Corporation on August 
30th. On September, the same year, İzmir Television began to 
broadcast. In the following year, Eskişehir and Bahkesir were able to
83 Uygur Kocabaşoğlu . (Cumhuriyet Dönemi Türkiye Ansiklopedisi. Cilt 10. İletişim 
Yayınları. 1985 ), 2735.
^  Beybin Kejanlıoğlu . Tiırir/yeVr Radyo TV Yaytncıhğı Sıyasûsı. (Bağımsız İletişim 
Ağı Yerel Medya Eğitim Projesi Seminer Notlan. Ankara Üniversitesi İletişim 
Fakültesi. 11-12 Ekim 1997),10.
The first example of scheduled broadcast began on this date.
Sabahattin Şahin. TC Anayasaları. (Savaş Kitabevi Ankara.1986), 140-141.
Radyo'dan TR T'ye. (TRT Basım ve Yayın Müdürlüğü. Ankara. 1991), 30.
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watch television^®. These were considered to be the most important 
incidents in the history of television in Turkey.
2.2 Technological Improvements 1968-1980
2.2.1 Buying Technology; The Early Efforts By Istanbul 
Technical University
The television broadcast facilities in Turkey began as a workshop study 
for the Yüksek Frekans Tekniği Bilim Dalı ( The Science of High 
Frequency Technics ) students at Istanbul Technical University®  ^ . The 
aim of this workshop was to create an electronic laboratory where the 
students can study on technical matters. The idea of making a 
scheduled broadcast was not mentioned. The reason of this attempt 
was only to construct a system in order to make high frequency 
electronic transmission possible.
The studies of Prof. Mustafa Santur between 1949-50 ended up 
with the schceduled broadcast made by the co-operation of Istanbul 
Technical University and General Post Office, many years after he 
began^o Nurdoğan Rigel, in her book Elektronik Rönesans, tells a brief 
story of Prof. Santur’s research and accomplishments and how
Hülya Yengin. Ekranın Büyüsü: Batıda Değişen Televizyon Yayıncılığının Boyutları 
ve Türkiye'de Özel Televizyonlar. (Der Yayınlan. İstanbul. \994), 73,2^3.
Ibid.,67.
^  Nurdoğan Rigel. Elektronik Rönesans. (Der Yayınlan. İstanbul. 1992), 142.
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television technology came to Turkey by his personal efforts. After an 
agreement between Philips Company of the Netherlands and Istanbul 
Technical University, electronic equipments for television brodcast 
were bought. At the end of an adjudication held in 1951, circa 65 
thousand turkish liras were paid^k The antenna mast was ordered to a 
ship-mast maker and mounted by a minaret man on the roof of 
Taşkışla Building on January 24, 1952^2 television equipments
arrived Istanbul, on February 1952. The equipments received were an 
iconoscope camera, a machine to show film on television, and two 
transmittors for sound and direction. The power of transmission was 
100 Watts. These equipments were mounted at the three small rooms 
of ITU Taşkışla Building by Prof. Mustafa Santur, Assoc. Prof. Adnan 
Adiman and Ass. Ziya Akcasu^k
The broadcast of testing were received by three television 
receivers placed at three different locations within the university. The 
first television broadcast by Istanbul Technical University was made on 
July 9, 1952. From this date on ITU made the broadcast on Saturdays. 
Then came the Thursday broadcasts between 17:00-19:00. On these 
transmissions films, volunteer speakers and artists took place. After 
on, ITU went on making television brodcast all through the academic 
year every Friday between 15:30- 21:009k At those years only a limited
91 Nurdoğan Rigel. Ibid., 142.
97 Muhmut Tali Öngören. 7 wrir/yi'di? Televizyonla İlgili Çeşitli Tarihler. (AtTlA. 
İletişim Dergisi. Ankara. 1982), 267.
93 Nurdoğan Rigel. Ibid.
94 HülyaYengin. Ibid., 68.
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number of people were able to wath the broadcast of Istanbul Technical 
University^^. Mahmut Tali Öngören remembers those early days of 
broadcasting as a bit of an audience effort. The ones who wanted to 
watch ITU's broadcasts on Fridays had to go to the universitie’s 
building in Istanbul Gümüşsüyü, because the receiver owners in the 
city were almost none^ .^ In the following years, the ones who bought 
television receivers began to watch the broadcasts of foreign television 
channels^^ . In the year 1966, according to the State Planning Institute 
Report, the number of television receivers in Turkey was one 
thousand^®. Between the years 1964-1968, the ones who afforded a 
television set also planted so called "very special and powerful 
antennas" at the roof of their houses^ .^
2.2.2 1968-1972 ITU-TRT Co-Operation: The Times of 
Turkish Radio and Television Corporation
The professional television broadcast in Turkey began with the 
technical support of Federal Germany. The first television transmittor 
was located at the Dededoruk hill behind Yenimahalle district, Ankara. 
This transmittor was donated by Federal Germany and had the power
AUemur Kıhç. Televizi/onun Türkiye'deki Gf/ifzm/. Emir Turam ed. Ibid., 55. 
Mahmut Tali Öngören./Vb ^ r/ye We TV He İlgili Çeşitli Tarihler. ]hid., 273.
Özden Çankaya. Türk Televizyonunun Program Yapısı 1968-1985. (Mozaik Basım 
Yayıncılık. İstanbul), 13.
Ünsal Oskay. Toplumsal Gelişmede Radyo ve Televizyon, Ibid., 17.
Semih Tuğrul. JMi A'/ye We Televizyon ve Radyo Olayları. (Koza Yayınlan.
İstanbul. 1975), 142.
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of 600 Watts, the line out power of the antenna was 5 Kilo Watts. The 
frequency of frame transmission was 180, 75 The first
transmittor built had a limited transmission capacity in terms of the 
area covered and the population reached. The Ankara transmittor 
reached to the area of 1276 kilometerssquare, and the population of 
1.070.000 people  ^01, the test broadcasts were made from only
one studio and and in addition to that two more studios were planned 
to be constructed, and their technical equipments were listed^ O^
In 1969, Ankara Television maintained broadcasting 3 days a 
week. The test broadcasting was on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturdays 
between the hours 19:28-22:29 with an approximate duration of 3 hours 
1 minute^03 On the dates 7 and 20 December 1969, the broadcasts were 
made on Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and also on Sundays 
additionally. The overall duration of broadcasting for the year 1969 was 
530 hours 26 minutes^ 0“^. On the same year the general elections were 
held. On the day of the elections, Turkish Television had made a non­
stop broadcasting from 17:30 till next morning without technical 
errors ’ 05, xhe outstanding performance of mankind; the adventure of 
Apollo 11 on "Walking on Moon" was given the next day (July 21,
100 özden Çankaya. Ibid., 14.
’ 01 Ibid.
102 Ibid., 14-15.
103 Ibid., 17.
104 jj^ j 1969 Yih Faaliyet Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. Ankara.1969), 21.
105 Ibid., 18.
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1969. Monday) from tape since there was not a radio-link line between 
Europe and Turkey 0^6
Table 2 : The percentage of the television programs of Ankara 
Television in 1969, according to their genres.
Program Genres Ratio To The Overall Broadcast 
(%)
News-News Shaping-Magazine 21.2
Education-Culture 16.5
Children-Entertainment 14.7
Turkish Music 1.9
Sports 10.4
Opening-Late Night News 4.1
TOTAL 100
Source: TRT 1969 Yılı Faaliyet Raporu (TRT Functioning Report of 
1969).
Istanbul Technical University maintained the broadcast till 1970 
to the receivers in the university and a limited number of audience in 
Istanbul.
On March 6, 1970 because of the student uprising the 
transmission facilities were turned off. Prof. Adnan Amatan of ITU
Ibid., 26.
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applied to Adnan Öztrak^^^and asked for a co-operation in order to 
make the university broadcast re-start^A ccording to this application 
Istanbul Technical University was suggesting TRT to transmit the 
programs of Ankara Television via PTT radio links to Istanbul and 
then these programs were going to be brodcasted through the ITU-TV 
transmitter livei09. A protocol was signed between TRT and ITU soon 
afterwards, and by this protocol ITU had transferred all the live test- 
transmission process to the supervision TRT as a whole^^ .^ On 1970, 
PTT had put radio-link stations in service and by this technological 
improvement broadcast from Ankara to other big cities were made 
possible^ On 1970, although it was far below from the estimated 
hours of broadcast, Ankara Television was able to make an overall 
broadcast of 513 hours, 51 minutes^ 2^. The inadequacy of technical 
equipment and the number of personnel had caused the shortage of 
overall duration and the quality of the broadcasting^
By 1971, television broadcasts began on 1 9 : 3 0 ^ The first 
programmed broadcast was made on Monday, Wednesday and Fridays; 
three times a week from August 30, 1971 on^ ^^  . The overall hours of
The Director General of TRT.
108 Nurdogan Rigel. Ibid., 143-144.
109 Ibid.
110 Hülya Yengin.Ibid., 69.
111 Aysel Aziz. Televizyonun Yetişkin Eğitimindeki Yeri ve Önemi. (Ankara. 1975), 
43.
112 j]^ j YjJj faaliydi ıgf^yg Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara. 1970), 33.
11^ Özden Çankaya. Ibid., 22.
114 Ibid., 114.
11^ Hülya Yengin. Ibid., 69.
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broadcasting for 1971 was, 689 hours 59 minutes 44 secon d s^ T h e first 
ever live coverage of TRT was for The Mediterranean Games held 
between 6,17 Ocotober 1971, in İzmir. This first live transmission was 
considered as a high quality programming of Turkish televisional
Under the TRT administration the broadcasting facilities began 
to cover a larger area for television viewers. A television transmittor 
which was bought from Philips Company with a power of 75 Watts was 
used for the transmission to Istanbul. After December 3, 1971 the 
transmittor of ITU with 500 Watt capacity was hired for 10 thousand 
turkish liras per months®. With this power transmittor hire TRT was 
able to make broadcasts to a wider area in Istanbul in addition to 
Ankara. The broadcasting facilities were more efficient in the sense that 
it reached a larger population of audience.
When we look at the technical structure of TRT of 1968-1972, we 
see some key features on the adoption of technology and know-how. 
The television broadcasting in Turkey was made by the help of 
Germany according to the Turko-German Economic Co-operation 
agreements. Istanbul Television was built by Germans and began to 
broadcast on November 1971 from channel 4^ ^^ . Whilst the scheduled 
television broadcast was obtained in Ankara, on September 1971,
116 jj^ j  igyi yjj Çalışma Program ve Bütçesi. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. Ankara. 
1971), 4.
1^  ^Özden Çankaya. Ibid., 24.
11^ Nurdoğan Rigel. Ibid., 147.
Radyo'dan TRT'ye. Ibid., 36.
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television broadcast began in İzmir too^ O^ jf jg  transmitter located on 
Çamlıca hill was also built by the help of Federal Germany 
government. On December 30, 1972 the transmitter on Çamlıca hill 
began to operate. By this transmitter all the cities around Marmara Sea 
and Trakya Region were able to watch television  ^2i
With the help of the additional radio link equipment bought 
from France, the broadcast made by Ankara Television reached 
Eskişehir and by December 2, 1972 Balıkesir was able to watch 
television with a transmittor of 100 Watts 2^2
2.2.3 1972-1982; The Technical Structure of TRT
The year 1972, was recognised to be the year with revolutionary 
improvements on televisual transmission. Turkish television 
broadcasts had a link to the world outside, for the first time since the 
first transmisson was made. With the recognition of this medium 
officcially by the state and its budgets been formulated, television had 
become a prominent issue in the policy making process, both as the 
"cause and effect".
Television had gained power technically in 1972. This technical 
improvement had reflected on broadcasting and the overall duration
120 OyaTokgöz. 7Vİ7İ /1/C ve Ortadoğu Ülkelerinde Radyo Televizyon Düzeni. (Ankara 
Üniversitesi SBF Yayınları. Ankara. 1972), 72.
Hülya Yengin. Ibid.,70.
122 Ibid.
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of the programs had extended. By January 2, 1972 on, the broadcast 
were made under the name of Ankara, Istanbul, İzmir, Eskişehir 
Television Programs s e p a r a t e l y O n  June 21, 1972 Ankara 
Television had made broadcast 5 days a week, excluding Monday and 
Friday  ^24. In the previous years, the broadcast facilities were made 
three days a week. The broadcasts were made for 4 hours on the week 
days, between 19:30-23:30. On Saturday and Sundays between 18:30- 
23:30, for 5 hours^^s. Both May and August are important dates for 
television transmission in Turkey. On 21 May 1972 Bahkesir was able 
to watch television. 27 August 1972 is the date Edirne was in the target 
zone of the visual transmission. Only three days after this 
improvement, on 30 August 1972, only one year after that Ankara 
Television had transferred the broadcast via radio-link, the Çamlıca 
transmittor was in service with the power of 100 KW-ERP both 
through Istanbul Technical University and Çamlıca transmittor to the 
whole area^26  ^ result of the negotitations in Brussels, Eurovision, 
and the radio-link of Sofia-Edirne-İstanbul was mounted. 1972 Munich 
Olympic Games was broadcasted live on television. Between 26 
August-11 October, TRT had made its first ever international live 
broadcast in Turkish television history^27  ^ On the same year, 5 April 
1972, TRT's Orkut Studios at Ankara Emek was in service. This was the
123 ö /d en  Çankaya. Ibid., 25.
124 Ibid.
125 Ibid.
126 TRT Program Dergisi. (No;187. Ankara), 18.
127 O/den Çankaya. Ibid., 26.
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first professionally structured studio of Turkish television’ 2^ . The first 
commercial attempt of a public enterprise took place on 1972. The first 
advertisement was broadcasted on 2 March 1972, at 20: 57’ This was 
the beginning of a new era in public television of Turkey.
Turkey met television as a part of the decision making process of 
the state elite in a special report dated 1966. In the Report of Radio And 
Television Special Expert Commision prepared as part of the Second 
Plan of Development for Five Years, television was identified with a 
special discourse with nationalistic tones. The commission had 
suggested that a "national television network must be established". 
And continued with two further specifications. In the same report the 
necessity of establishing a television channel was made more clear 
with these expressions, "in national security issues television would 
make a positive impact" and continued with " in order to 
demonstrate national idealizm and thoughts to other states", such an 
establishment is a must’30.
In the development plan issued a year after, television was 
mentioned as a tool of education and it was said that television 
broadcast was aimed to be transmitted to large populations’ 3’ . 
Television broadcast facilities were recognized as a financial matter for
’ 28 Ibid.
129 Mutlu. Tclci’izyonda Program Yaptım. Ders Notlan. (Ankara Üniversitesi 
Îletijiim Fakültesi. 1991)
^^^Ukiîicî Beş Yıllık Kulkımııa Planı Radyo ve Televizyon Özel İhtisas Komisyonu 
Raporu., 1996., 234.
İkinci Beş Yıllık Kalkınma Planı. (DPT Yayınları, Ankara. 1967), 589-590.
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the first time by state in 1972. The issue of investments on television 
was mentioned in the Beşûıci Kalkınma Planı (Fifth Plan of 
Development) prepared by Devlet Planlama Teşkilatı (State 
Organization of Planning). With this recognition especially after 1972 
the development of television in Turkey accelerated and became an 
active and efficient communication medium^32.
Table 3: The programs broadcasted by Ankara Television in 1972 with 
genres/source of production and the ratio to the overall duration.
Program Genres Ratio To The Overall Broadcast 
(%)
Newscasts -News Programs- Sports 28.5
Foreign Programs 33.88
Home Product Programs 33.23
Advertisement 0.98
Others 3.41
TOTAL 100
Source: TRT 1972 Functioning Report^
Hülya Yengin. Ibid., 71. 
133 IR I 1972 Yılı ¡'aaliyet Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. Ankara. 1972)
42
The number of the television receivers in Turkey had raised in 
serious amounts by 1973. The number of receivers were 101.906 in 1971, 
in 1973 there were more than twice the number of receivers, 
269.000^34 On the same year the broadcasts were received from İzmir, 
Aydın-Söke, Düzce, Zonguldak, Bolu. The television programs reached 
to South Anatolia on the same year; Erzurum Television Recorded 
Broadcast Studio was began to served 35 \Ye also see that broadcasting 
facilites were held 5 days a week and with the same durations on the 
same week days in 1973 as in the previous year. The overall duration of 
the broadcasts in 1973 was 1186 hours, 57 minutes 18 secondsi36.
Table 4: The programs broadcasted by Ankara Television in 1973 with 
genres /source of production, and the ratio to the overall duration.
Program Genres Ratio To The Overall Broadcast 
(%)
Newscasts -News Programs- Sports- 
Wheather Forecast
24
Foreign Programs 29.95
Home Product Programs 35.72
Advertisement 8.04
Programs of Ministry of National 
Education
2.29
TOTAL 100
'İ3İTRT 1973 Yilt Faaliyet z>e Mali Bimye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara. 1973), 43.
135 Ibid.
136 Ibid.
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Source: TRT 1974 Functioning Report ^^ 7
In 1974, television broadcast covered 28 percent of the whole 
country land which stood for 210.816 kilometersquares. This meant 55 
percent of the overall population and 19 million 810 people were able 
to watch television^ ’® . Some of the television stations making pre­
recorded broadcast, after the bulding of the links became a part of the 
central network^®  ^ . 1974 was the year when the broadcast hours 
increased dramatically. From 18 March 1974 on, the days television 
broadcasts were made raised to 6 days a week, and soon afterwards, after 
15 May 1974, it was made 7 days week^ o^^  1974 ^^ 35 the year when 
television broadcasting in Turkey had relatively similar quality to the 
other television channels in Europe. The overall broadcast duration 
per week was 60 hours and the programs were in international 
standards in terms of quality and quantity '^^k
1 3 7 7 7 7^’ 1974 Yılı Faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara. 1974)
^^^Radyo'dan JRT'ye. Ibid., 43.
139 Ibid.
140 77^7 Y i I j faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (TRT Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara.1974), 30.
1^1 Ö/den Çankaya. Ibid., 32.
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Table 5; The programs broadcasted by Ankara Television in 1974 with 
genres/source of production and the ratio to the overall duration.
Program Genres Ratio To The Overall Broadcast
(%)
Newscasts -News Programs- Sports- 
Wheather Forecast
Foreign Programs
21.9
37.87
Home Product Programs 33.26
Advertisement 5.71
Others 1.26
TOTAL 100
Source: TRT 1974 Functioning ReporP^2
1976 was the year when the television broadcast was received 
from 31 cities (out of 67) in the area of 222.500 kilometersquares which 
is 27.2 percent of the total area. This meant that a population of 18 
million; 49 percent of the whole population were able to watch 
television from a central network^^  ^ On 1976, 155.280 minutes of
IRT 1974 Yılı l'aalıyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüeü. 
Ankara. 1974)
143 jR f  2976 I aaUyct ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara.1976), 40-41.
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broadcast was made '^ 4^ Jur^ey had met the coloured transmission in 
the same year, via the coverage of Islam Conference^
In 1977, 81.5 percent of the overall population were able to watch 
television. At the same year 26 main and 32 sub- transmitters made 
the broadcast be received by 60 percent of the whole country^46 Within 
the same year Kocaeli and Sakarya transmission stations were on 
service apart from the transmission stations built in Sivas 
Merakuptepe, and Van^47 Also Aydm-Muğla, Kayseri, Denizli, Ordu- 
Giresun, Zonguldak, Kastamonu transmitters were also in service by 
this year '^i®. All through the year the overall broadcast duration of 
131111 minutes was achieved '^^ .^
In 1978, the transmitters at Antalya, Elazığ, Malatya, Amasya, 
İsparta, Silifke main stations were established^ 0^. The overall broadcast 
along the year was 121140 minutes^^k
As a part of the improvements on the target of covering the 
whole country via television signals, the Muş main transmitter was 
established on the same year '^^k 1979  ^ transmission station in Ağn
Ibid.
Özden Çankaya. Ibid., 40.
146 Hülya Yengin. Ibid., 71.
Radyo'dan TRT'ye. Ibid., 49.
148 özden Çankaya. Ibid., 45.
149 Ibid.
'İ50 TRT 1978 Yılı Faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara. 1978)
151 Ibid., 48.
152 IF F  1979 Yılı Faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. 
Ankara, 1979), 77.
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was in service^^ .^ Turkish audience was able to watch 145035 minutes 
of broadcast all through the yeari ' l^
As a result of the power shortage caused an energy crisis in 
Turkey in 1980. The television broadcast duration was also effected. 
Although the estimated ov'erall duration for 1980 was 165750 minutes 
with the calculation of the energy crisis^^  ^ . Because of the political 
incidents Turkey went through along this year the accrued duration 
w’as not mentioned in the official reports  ^^ 6
153 Hülya Yengin. Ibid., 72.
\54i r t  1979 Yılı Faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. Ibid.
^^^1980 Yılı Faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporu. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. Ankara. 
1980)
156 ö /den  Çankaya. Ibid., 57.
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Figure 1: Overall broadcast durations between 1968-1980, in minutes.
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Source: The Functioning Reports of TRT for the years 1968-1980.
In 15 years, the scheduled improvements although not been 
fulfilled as it was stated in the State Planning Institute Report of 1968 
(the first time television broadcast was mentioned) the main target 
was achieved. In the report, the television broadcast facilities were 
aimed to cover the whole country from at least one television channel 
until 19821^7 And also the main broadcast was going to be made via 
three main television stations in Ankara, Istanbul and İzmir^^ .^ That 
was another dream fulfilled within fifteen years.
As we learn from the memoirs of Altemur Kılıç on the launch 
of television technology in Turkey, we find out that the 1960 
intervention had caused an 8 year delay on the spreading of television 
technology. He tells about such a necessity of a technology transport for 
television broadcast to Adnan Menderes, in order to catch up with the 
technological leading structure of the western world. After certain 
enquiries, an agreement with the Philips Company was signed to make 
television broadcast from the three main cities at the first instance; 
Ankara, Istanbul and Izmir. The agreement was conditional to the 
import of this brand in television technology and no other brand else. 
With the 27th of May coup, this project was cancelled before coming to 
life^59 Asa matter of fact although been manipulated by the political 
ruler of the current administration, these agenda and priority changes 
did not seem to make a difference on the goal of television broadcast in
¡kind Beş Yıllık Kalkınma Plant Radyo ve Televizyon Özel İhtisas Komisyonu 
Raporu. Jbid., 232.
158 Ibid.
15  ^ Altcmur Kılıç. Televizyonun Türkiye'ye In Emir Turam cd. Ibid., 53.
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Turkey. Especially in the technical matters, the targets stated at the very 
beginning of the television broadcasting were achieved. Although 
adoption and adaptation television technology was late and took place 
as an unplanned facility for many years. The achievements and the 
accomplishments according to the stated targets are an example of 
success. The improvements in technological matters brought in the 
improving iportance of this mass medium on the mass popupaliton 
and its usage by the political ruler.
2.3 The Early Attempts of Nation Wide Broadcasting and the Social 
Impact of Television on Turkish Audience
The sociological change for Turkish society has been a tailoring issue 
for the ruling elite since as a tradition since the Ottoman. The 
improvements are to be determined and visualised by the 
intelligentsia as a part of a state-society tradition. In the Radio and 
Television Special Expert Commision Report for the Second Plan of 
Development for Five Years (İkinci Beş Yıllık Kalkımna Planı Radyo 
ve Televizyon Özel İhtisas Komisyonu Raporu) the following 
statement for television was made as part of the conclusion for the 
importance and capability of television and its impact on the society.
" Social changes are due to sociological laws, but 
underdeveloped countries can accelerate these social 
changes by using technology. In Turkey the number 
of schools and teachers are limited. Therefore
50
television can establish specialization courses and 
provide Turkey better human resources on the way 
to industrialization. "
This approach was an important evidence to the view of sight 
the state had on television. Television was going to be taken more 
seriously as an important tool to improve the developments and 
provide a widespread participation by the masses.
The early efforts for the television broadcast within Turkish 
Radio and Television Corporation would worth a mention. Whilst the 
law text on Turkish Radio and Television Corporation was prepared 
there was a certain enthusiasm about the television broadcasts. 
’Television" was just a word to be mentioned in the law texts, 
planning reports of the state in Ankara. The making of the first 
scheduled broadcast was 4 years ahead. At the years 1964-65 (soon after 
Turkish Radio and Television Corporation was established as an 
autonomous enterprise) the TRT acronym with a microphone placed 
in the middle of a television screen was designed and begun to be used 
on the entitled papers and been mounted on the windows of the 
building of Ankara Radio^^k And the first television "show" was made 
by the TRT members via a closed-circuit television system in the radio 
building. A program of turkish music was first been broadcasted 
through that single receiver behind the window of the radio
İkinci Beş Yıllık Kalkınma Planı Radyo Televizyon İhtisas Komisyonları Raporu. 
Ibid., 234.
Altcmur Kılıç. Ibid., 55.
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building^^ 2 These sentences belong to the memories of an eye-witness 
and co-producer of that first ever broadcast made in Ankara (first time 
in Anatolia), he remembers that on the first day, the window of the 
radio building was going to be broken because of the congestion^ ^
The first test broadcast in Ankara was made by the studio and 
transmittor donated by the Germans in 1968^64
The overall broadcasting duration for the first year of TRT's 
television broadcast was 453 hours 56 minutes^ s^  ^ Though it was a new 
and overwhelming experience for Turkey, it was not publicised in 
terms of the names and the content of the programs broadcasted. The 
journals did not lay a lot of importance on the programs because of the 
television test broadcasting was still at hand all through the year in
1968 6^6.
In 1968, the first year of broadcasting, the number of personnel 
working at Turkish Radio and Television Corporation, Ankara 
Television was few. At 31 December 1968, the number of the officers 
included in the list of staff and with other workers was 1539^ 7^^  On the 
other hand there were only 35 workers who were in service at the 
Chairmanship of Television. There w’ere no listed employees at 
Television Program Chairmanship and The Chairmanship of
li’2 Ibid., 55-56.
163 Ibid.
164 Ibid.
165 0/don Çankaya. Ibid., 15.
166 Ibid.
167 /y^/’ jgğg Y j I j Raporu ve Bilauçosu. Ihid., 52.
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Television Studio A d m in istration ^ T h e first broadcast attempts 
made by the TRT had a great impact on the population. The broadcasts 
were watched by the early audience on televisions placed in the 
windows of some shops
Nuri Qolakoglu as the Director General of the first news channel 
in Turkey, NTV looks back to the early days of broadcasting and 
remembers it as a luxurious entertainment for those days. He 
reminiscence the early days of broadcasting with the memory of the 
university lecturers pretending to lecture as if they were in a classroom, 
giving long speeches, live. Altough it sounds dull today, it was still a 
magical event for that limited number of audience at those days as 
Nuri (^olakoglu mentions^
"Although it was in a single color, the productions 
were nothing but an amateur's touch wnth good 
intentions, limited with a couple of days and a few 
hours of broadcast, this freshness was found very 
interesting by the masses."^
In the context of the effect of television on a select audience, the 
general characteristics and the subjective priorities of that given society 
cannot be ignored. When we look at the Turkish case of interaction, we
Ibid., 56.
169 Milliyet Gazetesi. (1 Şuball968), 1,9.
170 Nuri Ç o l a k o ğ l u . Cehnişi, Geçmişi, In Emir Turam ed. Ibid., 91.
171 Ibid.
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see certain factual characteristics that are to shape the effect of 
television on Turkish audience. Prof. Niyazi Öktem makes a 
distinction between the developed and underdeveloped countries in 
terms of the ratio of literacy and maps out the major characteristics of 
the Turkish audience. He argues that the visual and auditive message 
is more effective than the inscribed one and adds that this arbitrament 
is less convincing for the developed societies. He continues with the 
phases that Turkish society went through and makes an interpretation 
for the television-society relationship in Turkey. In his view, from the 
stand point of Turkish society there are certain points to define a 
society as "ready to be manipulated with ease". The major components 
of this definition is the "maintenance of nomadic culture habits", "not 
being able to reach the levels of certain cultural progress epochs such as 
Renaissance and Enlightenment", and the presence of a "collective 
consciousness reacting emotionally"^ .
Altemur Kılıç as one of the members of the first broadcast 
making group in Turkish Radio and Television Corporation, makes an 
overall evalution of the television technology in Turkey through a 
historical perspective. In his article on the launch of television to 
Turkey he points out the reason behind the late development of the 
technology and the policy of television broadcast in Turkey.
Niyazi Öktem. İletişim Çağı ve Özellikleri. In Emir Turam ed. /b id ., 32.
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"Television came to Turkey too late and the 
spreading of it was rather clumsily. In spite of all 
this experience in the world, Turkey was caught 
unaware for television. Unfortunately the chaos 
and anarchy that this development had caused is 
still what we are facing today.
Halit Refig, as one of the well known film directors of 
Turkey looks back to different periods of television broadcasting in 
Turkey and makes an evaluation on the social aspect of this mass 
m e d iu m ^ f^ e  had directed many drama series for television and 
experienced the progress television took from the early days till today. 
In his perspective, there is enough data to create a new model on the 
"impact of television on Turkish audience". In his model of 
understanding, television in Turkey, Turkish audience had faced the 
"First Period of Shock" with the launch of television. He also calls it as 
"Television Shock"^ 75. This model that Halit Refig had formed gives a 
brief chronological story with the main items on the impact of the 
change experienced with the launch of television technology to Turkey 
and its major implications.
Altemur Kılıç. Televizyonun Türkiye'ye Girişi. Ibid., 52.
Halit Refiğ is considered to be the vanguard of television drama tradition of 
Turkey. The television drama series Aşk-t Memnu (1974-1975) has been accepted among 
early classics of Turkish televisit^n. This drama series had started a tradition of 
dramas adapted to television from the classic novels of Turkish literature.
Halit Refig, //irA'i'yc'dc I elcvizyon Yayıncılğı Üzerine Bazı Cön/f/cr. In Emir 
Turam ed. Ibid., 128.
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The "Television 
Experience" of Turkey
(The First Period of Shock)
Social Shock 
Political Shock
Cultural Shock 
Cinematic Shock
This shock period takes place between 1971-1975, where the 
television- link network had shown a rapid expansion and there were 
few districts outside the area television transmission coveredi76 
mentioned period is when the impact of television on the Turkish 
audience was distinctively monitored. The more television sets and 
main transmitters paved the way to a more dramatic change in the 
socio-political atmosphere of the country. All the audience and actors 
are in the same picture of change with no exceptions. Turkey was 
plugged in the world net for the first time. This worthwhile experience 
was going to create a new form of enthusiasm in all the fragments of 
the socio-political structure of Turkey. From the living rooms to the 
Saloon of the General Assembly the whole feature was to change.
The first three phases of Television Shock are more related to 
the main subject of television's social impact on Turkey. These first 
three titles are about the roots of the social changes that Turkey had 
went through in the last thirty years.
176 Ibid., 128-129.
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The first and most important phase of the implications that the 
new guest of honour of every Turkish house, the television set, had 
caused was Social Shock. The audience who were able to buy television 
sets became an addict of this new technological device. There were 
many who watched the whole broadcast from the first minute till the 
end and some others began to watch even earlier, from the test signals. 
The number of the "test signal gazers" would worth a mention as Refig 
points out.
The second phase of the social impact of television on Turkey 
was in and by the political sphere. The television broadcast was made 
by the state; the programs were functioning like the spokesperson of 
the contemporary government and the rival groups reacted to this 
action^ ^ 7. This opposition went through until the establishment of 
private television channels in Turkey. The only changing feature of 
this opposition was the names of the political and social groups who 
were to stand by until the next general elections and in the meantime 
take parts among the rivalry. All the opponent groups who reacted 
against this unjust usage of television used the same path to the 
maintainance and legitimacy of their period of rule. They also used 
television and electronic media in general with the advantage of 
manipulating the whole web of electronic mass media from the center. 
The centralized character and tradition of the power of mass
177 Ibid.
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communication damaged the mass mobilization in Turkey and also 
democracy in practice.
In the third phase the decision leadership of a tradition traded 
places with television personalities. The people appearing on screen 
were almost as popular as the political leaders of those days^ s^. This 
new situation had caused the change of policies on the politicians' 
front. The Saloon of the General Assembly was experiencing its levels 
of presence on the days that the television cameras were taking footage* 
about the latest issues on the agenda of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly. The archives are still full of such footage and this was a new 
approach in politics and appeal to the audience / voter. The politicians 
began to act before the cameras of the national television in addition to 
the spectators in town squares.
In the light of the social changes that Turkey lived through its a 
fact that television had a strong impact on the social and political 
culture of the Turkish society. With the broader usage of technology 
and the applications of new technics there has been a serious change in 
the daily-life patterns of the members of the Turkish society. As Oya 
Tokgoz reckons the importance of the electronic media in Turkey and 
quote:
"Media is a specific locus of power in Turkey from 
the local, regional and national aspects.
... Media is still located in the center for the political 
power holders and on the other side its effect on the
178 Ibid.
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regulation, reflection and transshipment of the 
cause and effect relationship within the society is 
plain. "
 ^ Oya Tokgö/. Mi’rfya He SiyasetSir Örnek Ülke Olarak rH/ Âr/t/f. In Emir Turam ed. 
Ibid., 200.
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CHAPTER III
APPRAISING MILITARY INTERVENTIONS IN TURKEY 
THROUGH THE BARREL OF TWO MEDIUMS
After 1946, when the transition from a single party to multi party 
political system began with the establishment of the Democrat Party in 
4 July 1946, and particularly after the 1950 elections and Democrat Party 
rule the administration of radio broadcasting entered a new phased . 
In 1949, just before the second general elections held in Turkey, the law 
was amended in order to make it possible for rival parties to use the 
only electronic medium of the day; radio. This was a necessity after the 
transition from monopoly to a multi party system. In order to legalize 
this necessity and turn it into a natural right for other political parties 
as a must of democratic equality a law text on mass media and tourism 
was accepted on 1949. This was Law 5392 called Yayın ve Turizm
Kanunu (Law on Press, Broadcasting and Tourism). By this law, all the 
political parties were made able to use radio at the times of the 
e le c tio n s ^ T h is  equal opportunity on the usage of an electronic
180 N/jahmut Tali Öngören , Hıfzı Topuz. Radyo TV PolitikalariAnYarının
Radyo Televizyon Düzeni. (İLAD Yayınlan. İstanbul. 1990), 89-90.
181 özden Çankaya. İn Emir Turam ed. Ibid., 67.
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medium was reinforced by the Electoral Law of 1950^ 2^. This played a 
very significant role in the 1950 electoral victory of Democrat Party; this 
was the first but not the last time that the DP took advantage of the 
radio for its own needs and expectations.
The Democrat Party had established a populist discourse on two 
major issues: one was economic freedom and the significance of the 
market and the other emphasised Islamic matters one step forward 
against the severe secularism of the RPP^83 . These two main issues 
were reflected in radio broadcasts. For the first time in Turkish radio 
broadcasting history, religious programs were brodcast; programs on 
Koran and chant were made^®'*.
Froml954 on, after the electoral victory of Democrat Party, the 
opposition parties were not allowed to use the radio. This limitation 
was assured by law 6428 issued on 1954 and the "right to speak on the 
radio" was banned for the rival parties^^ .^ This had paved the way to 
the usage of radio, the most effective mass medium of that period to be 
used only by and for the needs and benefits of the ruling party. The 
democratic regulation that partly brought the DP to power before the 
1950 elections was now being changed in order for the DP to stay in 
power. This was one of the main anti-democratic attempts of the DP
Cenf^i/.. Radyonun Organizasyonu ve Özerkliği. (Kardeş Yayınlan. Ankara. 
1969), 84-85.
183 Çağlar Keyder . Devlet ve Smı/7flr. Çcv: Sabrı Tekay. (İletişim
Yayınları. İstanbul.]989), 97.
184 Uygur Kocabaşoğlu . (Cumhuriyet Dönemi Türkiye Ansiklopedisi. Cilt 10. İletişim 
Yayınları. 1985), 2735.
185 ö /d en  Çankaya. İn Emir Turam ed. İbid., 67.
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government and soon afterwards it was legitimized by law^ ^^  . After 
1957, the partisan usage of the radio increased gradually. After the 
establishment of the Ministry of Press Brodcasting and Tourism in 
1957, the radio operating as a part of this ministry, the propaganda 
aspect of radio broadcasts became more appearant.
First the propaganda took over the newscasts, and then the 
programs in w'hich the supporters of the Vatnn Cephesi (Nation Front) 
played a significant role. Before the founders of the Democrat Party 
became the leading figures of the pow-er game, they did not hesitate to 
do the things that they used to criticise the most. As a vivid example, 
the RPP and how the party members used the means to manipulate 
people were one of the harsh critics by the DP. The Democrat Party 
members criticized RPP for using "the radio", the only medium to 
reach the masses in just seconds, for the propaganda of the RPP and its 
being the radio of the government but soon after the DP came to power 
it used the same radio for their own good^ ®^  . In 1957, when the 
opposition reached its peak and this campaign of rejecting and 
criticizing absolutely everything and anything the government did, 
the DP decided not to go on like this. Menderes launched the Vatan 
Cephesi, an effort to broaden the DP's base and to mobilize the mass of 
the population. The main element in the campaigns was the daily 
reading of endless lists on the radio. These lists included babies, names
186 pı<;.açie see appendix for Law on the Limitization of the Qualifications of Press.
Ülkem 0 /g e  Sevgilier. The Story of Loz’e and Hate:DP-Press Relations 1946-1960. 
(Unpublished article. Bilkent University. Ankaral997.)
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of the dead and sometimes even fictitious names too. This campaign 
lasted for about a year and a half and in the end as an opposition some 
informal societies were founded such as Societies of those Who Refuse 
to Listen to the Radio {Radyoyu Dinlemeyenler Cemiyetleri)^^^ . This 
era was then going to be called as the period of "partisan radio" as 
Adnan Menderes himself called it in one of his speeches in 1952  ^ .
This decade (1950-1960) is commonly accepted as an era of usage 
of the radio as a tool for politics. From that time on the political elites 
and the currently ruling political party began to use the medium in its 
own interests. But this emerging concept was familiar to radio 
broadcasting even before DP rule, since that epoch stood for RPP 
government; the monopoly of Turkish intelligentsia up since the 
establishment of Turkish Republic in 29 October 1923. Therefore, the 
radio had always said what the ruler wanted it to be said. The 
programs, the content of the program planning and mostly the news 
coverage had always been biased and serving the needs of the ruler. 
Contrary to what Öngören and Topuz argue in their brief history of 
radio in Turkey as part of their proposed report on Radio and 
Television Regulation of Tomorrow, for Foundation of 
Communication Research.
Erik J. Zürcher. Turkey A Modern History. (I.B. Tauris and Co. Ltd. Publishers. 
London. 1993), 250-251.
l^^Muammer Aksoy. Ptfrri'zan Radyo ve PP.{ Forum Yayınlan. Ankara. 1960), 58-59.
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3.1 "Destination Radio"
3.1.1 Coup D'état On Ain May 27th 1960
As a member of the radio in those days, Jülide Gülizar remembers the 
day of the first military coup d'état in the history of Republic of Turkey 
with these lines.
"On May 27th we woke up to strange announcements and music 
unlike what we were used to hearing. It was very early in the morning. 
They were playing marches one after the other including the War 
School March and an announcement made by a deep-voiced man was 
all we could hear on the radio.
- Attention, attention.. Dear citizens.. Listen to your radio. The 
voice of Armed Forces which you trust will be with you in a couple of 
minutes.
As 27th May 1960 on, it was going to become a "tradition" of 
militiiry interventions to takeover the radio house as the first launch.
One of the interventionist colonels, Alparslan Türkeç tells the 
story of that day and his experience of the first radio announcement.
" I came to the radio. I saw that there was no one there. I banged 
on the door and by that, 1 succeeded to make a worker inside came by.
Jülide Gülizar. Uaberler Bitti $iwdi Oyun HavaIan.(Ümit Yayıncılık. 
Ankara.1994. ), 85.
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He opened the door. I asked him where the crew are. He said there's no 
one inside. I asked him if he knew where they lived. He said he had 
known a few. I said, let's find them. We have found a couple of them. I 
said, let's make the radio work. We are going to make an 
announcement. And there we went to the broadcast room. The 
announcement was not ready yet. I have completed the rest over there, 
and from that point on, we were live, on air."’5·* . And soon 
afterwards, Tiirke§ read the announcement of the coup, live.
It was going to be another tradition to listen to heroic songs by 
Hasan Mutlucan and also be suspicious about a new intervention 
whenever hearing one of those songs from his voice.
3.2 Intervention To Autonomy: The 1961 Constitution
After the 27 May 1960 military intervention, the administration and 
management of radio broadcasting was de-regulated. Before the 
intervention the broadcasting facility was completely under the control 
of the Democrat Party. This situation caused a severe bias and there was 
no room for the rival parties for any kind of opposition. The 1960 
military intervention and the same cadre preparing the 1961 
constitution introduced a new concept for broadcasting in Turkey;
Mehmet Ali Birand, Can Dündar, Bülent Çaplı. Dcmirkırat. Bir Detııokrasitjin 
Doğuşu ( Milliyet Yayınları. İstanbul. 1991), 195.
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autonomy. That was the time when the broadcasting as an 
autonomous activity began to be debated.
The reason behind article 121 of the 1961 Constitution was " the 
partisan attitude of the radio and the uneasiness on its being 
transformed into a partisan medium”* Article 121 of the 1961 
Constitution mentioned a new concept for the management of the 
radio and television stations and the regulations*
" The administration and regulations on radio 
and television stations are to be made as an 
autonomous juridical personality and by law.
Each and every kind of radio and television 
broadcasting is made according to the principle of 
impartiality.
Radio and television administration has the 
essential authority for its duty of 
reinforcing culture and education. "
As also emphasized in this article, 35 years after the 
establishment of radio broadcasting in Turkey the medium was turned 
into an autonomous entity. The objective was to neutralize brodcasting 
against the interventionist approach of the governments, thus turning 
it into a "monopoly" with the security of the state. Yet the need for a
Korkmaz Alemdar. Türkiye Radyo Televizyon Kurumu'nun Geçirdiği Aşamalar 
Üzerine Bazı Görüşler. İletişim. (A.İ.T.İ.A Gazetecilik ve Halkla İlişkiler Yüksek 
Okulu Yayın Organı. 1981/1), 3.
Sabahattin Şahin. TC Anayasaları. (Savaş Kitabevi Ankara.1986), 140-141.
194 ibid..
66
special law to make the regulations of the broadcasting in particular 
was also emphasizedi^-'' . As a definition, the word autonomy had a 
very plain meaning as considered in this law text. According to Prof. 
Oya Tokgoz, autonomy means not to conforming to (be dependent on) 
the political power, in terms of program production, administration 
and in the economical matters  ^ .
3.2.1 Electronic Media Meets the Law Text: Law 359
Law number 359 highlighted the Turkish Radio and Television 
Corporation (TRT) as an autonomous public economic enterprise. This 
meant that, excluding some exceptional articles in the law text, TRT 
was going to be treated as any other public economic enterprise and the 
authority in the management of the regulations stated for the public 
economical enterprises was going to be controlled by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Promotion Since, autonomy meant independence of 
the government, by this law 359, the formation of the board of 
directors, the appointment of the Director General were freed from the 
possible pressures of the government.
Mahmut Tali Öngören, Hıfzı Topuz. Radyo TV Politikaları. In Yarwm
Radyo Televizyon Diizeni.{ İLAD Yayınlan. İstanbul. 1990), 90.
196 Oya Tokgöz. ve Orta Do^u Ülkelerinde Radyo-Televizyon Sislenileli,
(Ankara . 1972),72.
Kayıhan İçel . Kitle Haberleşme Hukuku. (îstanbul.1985), 267.
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Law 359 was approved in December 24, 1963. According to the 4th 
article of this law, the board of directors of TRT was going to be 
featuring these members:
- Director General
- A government representative, who was going to be 
appointed by The Cabinet, at the suggestion of the Ministry of National 
Education.
- An electronic expert university lecturer chosen by five 
Professor members of each university with a Department of Radio and 
Television .
- A university lecturer chosen by the faculty member of 
Law, Economy and Social Sciences of each university.
A member chosen by university lecturers in the 
Literature, Language, History and Geography faculties of the 
universities and the prominent figures in these subjects.
- Tw'o members chosen from the Conservatory members 
and members of the Presidential Philarmony Orchestra. An artist 
member sugessted by the Director General of the State Theatres.
- Two members chosen from the permanent members of 
the TRT, one of them as an administrative member and the other 
would be a technical expert.
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The members of the administative body of the TRT consisted of 
nine people including the Director General. Only two were to be 
appointed by the Council of the Ministers. Four of them would be 
chosen by the members of the university members, conservatories, 
theatre and opera artists, and the other two were the current members 
of the corporation. This composition of the board of directors of the 
TRT shows that the elections of the ruling cadre of the times were 
based on democratic grounds. In these circumstances, the TRT 
administration was far away from being manipulated by the 
government.
For the candidacy of the Director General of the TRT, the board 
of directors had the right to suggest. This means these members of the 
board of directors mentioned above were the suggestion/decision 
making authority to decide a candidate to be the next Director General 
of TRT. All of the vice Director Generals' appointments to their office 
and the decisions for dismiss were to be given by the board of directors. 
This procedure was a typical example of TRT's existence as an 
autonomous institution.
3.3 1971 Memorandum Takesover Media
In the very early years the concept of "autonomy” was misunderstood 
or manipulated by the General Director and the officers at the highest
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ranks of the TRT administration’^^  . The first TRT administration 
cadre after it was founded in 1964 had presumed that the autonomy 
was given to them in person instead of the TRT members as a whole. 
The ordinary workers/members were supposed to put these key 
concepts of autonomy and impartiality into practice in radio and 
television broadcasting. As a result of this misunderstanding in the 
application of the impartiality principle, the TRT administration was 
not able to stood up against the increasing pressure of the government 
before the 12 March periodi99 .
The governments severely reject "autonomy" since it stands for 
an idea of the creation of an area which is excluded from their 
inspection and contropoo. the light of this factual concept, although 
it may not rationalize the usage of the electronic media as a single 
source/channel one-way propaganda machine in order to achieve 
sympathy in the eyes of the masses for the elected governments, it still 
explains a certain popular approach from the viewpoint of the elected 
rulers in general. They may be inclined to use the media to broaden 
their popularity among the voters, this may be seen as being chosen by 
the electorates for governing, using one of the institutions under the 
rule of the government in their own interests. But when it comes to 
military governments, the legitimization processes take the shape of
198 Mahmut Tali Öngören , Hıfzı Topuz. Ibid., 100.
199 Ibid., 101.
Korkmaz Alemdar . Rajit Kaya. Radyo Televizyonda Yeni Düzen. (Türkiye 
Odalar ve Borsalar Birliği Yayinlan.Ankara.1993), 48.
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agitation to justify the existance and the measures taken since they do 
not have any legitimacy or authority given directly by the citizens 
through their democratic rights; voting. When the militaiy takes over, 
as seen in numerous examples experienced all around the world 
(especially in Latin America) the officers assume that they come to 
power in order to realize their natural reason of existance; the 
maintainance of the state and the welfare of the society, and they 
presume to be given this right to interv'ene by the society^^L This kind 
of legitimization may not possibly be compared to an elected 
government under any circumstances and may not justify the usage of 
public information channels for the maintainance of their own, 
imposed from above/by force system.
The most important conceptual change made by the 12 March 
government was that although the principle of impartiality was kept 
the word autonomy was erased from the law text. This amendment 
resembles to taking one leg off make it loose balance. The law makers 
changed the law by just taking a single word off instead of replacing it 
by a more convenient concept to match the political and social 
priorities of that period. They have changed it but did not rationalize 
how that impartiality principle could ever be applied to a corporation 
where the hands of the government were supposed to be on, and 
rationalizing it without mentioning autonomy. The broadcasting
ErgunO/budun. P a r t i e s  and the Voting Behaviour. A Case Study 
Spain. (Bilkent University. 1998.)
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policy of TRT was going to be based on "equality" rather than 
impartiality after on.
There was another leading misunderstanding point on the 
impartiality principle. The problem was about what came to minds 
when impartiality had been mentioned. That w'as the newscasts and 
the news programs in particular and no other program type other than 
those^02. Because of "equality" as a broadcasting policy, all the political 
parties were to be given part in the newscasts no matter if the 
statement or the activity they made make sense or not. In a short 
period of time the newscasts were filled up with so called "news" but 
they had nothing to do with news coverage in a professional sense^ ^^  ^ .
Soon after the 1971 Memorandum, the first Director General of 
TRT Adnan Öztrak was made to leave his office because of certain 
pressures and soon afterwards, the autonomy of TRT was erected^o  ^ . 
After numerous quarrels and threatenings. Major General Musa Öğün 
was elected to be the new Director General of TRT by 8 votes in the 
Board of Directors of TRT^OS, As a completion of the implications that
202 Öngören Mahmut Tali, Hifei Topuz. ri7rA:ii/c'(ie Radyo TV Politikaları. Ibid.,101.
203 Ib id ., 102.
204 Ibid.,105.
 ^" On 25 July 1971, there had been very severe arguements at the Board of Directors. 
In the end, a retired colonel u ho was the TRT Secretary of Security, shoved Emil Galip 
Sandala and said " you are going to pay for this"., soon after the elections Emil Galip 
Sandalcı was arrested twice. Muammer Sun, who also did not vote for Musa Öğün was 
also arrested around the same dates. When both were arrested, the charges were 
neither precise nor sensible. At his second arrest. Sandalcı was charged for "high­
jacking". In a short period of time the irrationality of these charges were understood 
but Sandalcı was tortured, during the time of his imprisonment." From Mahmut Tali 
Öngören, Hıfzı Topuz. Ibid.
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television administration in Turkey had been through, its a fact that 
television broadcast was taken seriously by "the contemporary ruler". 
The making of certain amendments in the definition of its presence 
and the changes in the administrative body that runs the whole facility 
is a bold evidence for the degree of importance, that television had for 
the ruler.
The eye-witnesses of those memorandum years of broadcast still 
remembers television coverage and the change of shape television 
broadcasting in Turkey went through.
" The oppressive administration of the day grabbed 
television in order to make people concieve 
what is right and what is wrong. From the 
transmission of the pictures of the"wanted", like a 
military review in the news bulletins, to the 
"surrender" calls made for the "traitors" all the 
frames which had no relation with the 
contemporary broadcasting flew away on the 
screen. "^ 06
On the other hand all the overwhelming improvements in the 
spreading of the television technology and the transmission's coverage 
of districts, the 1971-1974 was the period when the peak advancement 
took place. Under Musa Öğün administration, TRT established a 
transmission web with the new links all around the country and made
206
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the most significant development regarding the short history207 
These changes in content and technology were considered to be the 
"rehearsal" of the 12th September coup in terms of usage of television.
Some of the main improvements took place in the 70’s were on 
the general elections. In 1973, the results of the general elections were 
on television for the first time, apart from the radio. Before the general 
elections held in 1977, television was welcoming the political 
propaganda for the first time. By this improvement, the notion of 
using more than one mass medium for propaganda was introduced to 
Turkish political cultúrelo®.
3.4 Law of Radio and Television; 1568
Law 1568, which was valid by March 8th, 1972 (on the first anniversary 
of 1971 Memorandum's being planned) was called as "law on The 
Radio Television Corporation". Since the state was holding electronic 
media facilities and all these facilities were held in the body of The 
Turkish Radio and Television Corporation, it was no surpries that the 
law was called by the name of this public economic enterpriser^ .
r07 Haht Reiiğ. Tinkit/e'de 'Televizyon Yayıncılığı Üzerine Bazı Gört/f/er. In Emir 
Turam ed.,128.
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The amendment to the constitution and with the law no 1568, 
accepted on 29 February 1972 the radio, television brodcasting and the 
basic rules and priorities in the application were changed by law.
As the first step on 20 September 1971, law number 1488, article 
121 of the constitution was changed. The "autonomy of TRT" was 
removed and the corporation was left with the impartiality principle 
only. Accordingly to the amendment in the constitution, the law no 
359 was amended. In the law text accepted on 29 February 1972, law no 
1578, the word "autonomy" was removed and it was stated that a public 
private enterprise called Turkish Radio and Television was 
established^io . in the same law text all the necessary ingredients were 
included to create a dependent radio and television broadcasting by all 
means.
The change in article 4 in law 359 had literally terminated the 
autonomous structure of TRT and suggested the office of Board of 
Directors to be formulated as follows:
- The number of representatives of the government was 
increased from 2 to 3.
- The rule of the direct elections of the board members by the 
university, conservatory, opera and theatre members was removed. 
They were no longer able to elect but could suggest candidates.
Öngören Mahmut Tali, Hif/i Topuz. Ibid.,105
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- The authority to elect the members for the Board of Directors 
was given to the TRT Election Council.
- The rule on the board to elect two members, among the current 
workers of TRT was removed.
- The Community of the Journalists and their unions, other 
unions, confederations and corporations like Trade, Arts and Crafts 
Corporations were given a right to suggest four members for the Board 
of Directors of TRT. According to this amendment the Election Council 
was going to specify two members among these given names and one 
of them was supposed to be a member of press.
By these regulations, the number of The Board of Directors were 
increased to eleven. Three members were to be elected directly by 
Cabinet, while the others although suggested by the institutions and 
gatherings among the substructure, were to be elected by the TRT 
Higher Election Council. The members of this council were chosen by 
President. This was the end point of an "autonomous dream of TRT".
In the previous Radio and Television Law, 359, the Board of 
Directors were given the right to suggest the candidate for the Director 
General of TRT to The Ministry of Tourism and Promotion. The 
ministry was taking this issue to Cabinet and the Director General was 
assigned at the end of this process. But after the amendments made in 
the Radio and Television Law, soon after the Military Memorandum 
in 1971, this authority was taken both from the Board of Directors and
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the Ministry of Tourism and Promotion. The Cabinet was now free to 
assign the Director General, without any suggestion and obligation.
In law 1568, accepted in 1972, the Director of General could 
directly be removed from his office by a judgement of The Cabinet and 
the emphasis on the written comment on this decision, which was 
made of the Board of Directors prior to the law was erased.
The rules on the assignment and removal from the office of the 
Director General of TRT, was the most dramatic signifier to TRT loss of 
autonomy. As a result, the Director General who was supposed to 
administrate and represent the corporation was going to be dependent 
on the governmental!.
The TRT Election Council was established by an amendment to 
the law, in 1972. According to this article, this council was going to 
consist of four rectors, whom were going to be elected by President, and 
the General Secretary of the National Security Council. Some of the 
most important authority of this Council was to elect five members out 
of eleven of the Board of Directors and to state comments on the 
removal of the Director General of the TRT. This was considered to be 
the first and clearest militarisation attempt in the Law of Radio and 
Television. Since The President was a former army member (as it had
Kayihan İçel. Kitle Haberleşme Hukuku, (İstanbul,1985), 270.
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been so until Turgut Ozal’s presidency in 31 October 1989) as Republic 
of Turkey’s presidential tradition^’- .
Apart from the new structure of the Corporation, there was 
another Council which was founded after the 1972 amendment. As a 
matter of fact, when we look at the groups who had formulated this 
council, it seems to have a democratic and wide-spread representation 
from almost all the occupational groups and institutions but 
unfortunately behind the covers this council did not have any other 
authority in the decision-making processes other than making 
suggestions. This was a complete fake in the re-formulation of the TRT 
Coproration.
This law text was prepared by the interregnum government with 
the prime ministry of Nihat Erim^^s . Though it appears to be more 
democratic when compared to the Law on Radio and Television, 
replaced this text in 1983 this law script brings limitations to operating 
system of Turkish Radio and Television and with the new added 
articles, the corporation that is responsible for the radio and television 
broadcasting became more dependent on the government.
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CHAPTER IV
12 SEPTEMBER 1980 AND THE BLUE SCREEN
When compared to the other military interventions in Turkey the one 
in September 12th, 1980 was the most "popular" one by no surprise. 
The popularity of this coup derived from the usage of television at the 
first instance. It was the day, military deliberately used television as a 
seystematic propaganda machine first time in the history of military 
interventions in Turkey. In the coups the television technology was 
not so efficient. There was no public broadcasting television on March 
27, 1960. In the year of 1971 Memorandum, television broadcast was 
only able to reach the districts of greater Ankara and Istanbul.
The gradual penetration into the broadcast system as being an 
inevitable member of the decision making process in the program 
planning and by other means, the intelligent usage of the medium 
provided the military a legitimized power and made the period of 
ruling from the early days of the coup to the last days of the 
interregnum government credible. That was the beginning of a new 
era in politics and usage of communication technology in Turkey. That 
was the date when the systematic propaganda by television began, in a
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"professional" fashion with the usage of television technics and 
controlling the programs via a censor board consisted of army officer 
with television professionals.
4.1 1980-1983 The Military Interventionism Practiced On Television
Military did not waste time on taking the medium under control. The 
first notice was on its way only two days after the military intervention. 
The letter was sent directly to the Chair of the News Department of 
Turkish Radio and Television Corporation^l^ . This letter of 
commandments was successfully comprehensive in terms of 
addressing the preferences of the military on the citizens' visual source 
of information; television. Radio had lost its popularity with the new 
television links built all around the country. People wanted to follow 
the latest trend, and made their choices on television. As its popularity 
in Turkey, on the Turkish audience has been briefly explained in the 
previous chapters, television had entered among the list of "must 
have"s for a better social status.
In this official letter, there are three major headings under which 
the new strategy of news broadcasting is primarily outlined. 
Concerning the extraordinary circumstances of a coup d'etat, some of 
the articles in that notice are rather conventional. Especially the lines
Please see Appendix 1 for the complete original script.
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that declare the touch of censorship over the foreign news that 
criticises the military intervention^^'’ ; in the internal news, the ones 
about anarchy2t6  ^ small fires, traffic accidents...etc^t 7 and also the
ones against the National Security Council and martial law^ts  ^ the 
motive is clear. In the light of the ruler's mentality in the periods of 
crises which are mentioned in the previous chapters these articles are 
likely to be legitimized in terms of the nature of the process.
In article 3/b2i9 on "other matters" there is a certain order to 
make a series of interviews which has the coherent purpose of a 
military launch. The main objective in this article is to articulate the 
advocacy of the coup implicitly so that the audience would not 
recognize the touch of the military in the making of this interview 
series. In order to assess the explicit interference, we can come with the 
point of the military intervention's taking part in the blue screen for 
the first time as the leading manipulator. The military does not only 
intervene to the administrative body of the television but the 
broadcasted frames aswell with the anxiety of the content.
215 Ibid
216 Ibid.
217 Ibid.
218 Ibid.
219 Ibid.
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4.2 Transmitting Political Symbols as News Coverage
All through the three years of the official life of the last military 
intervention in Turkey, General Kenan Evren, with the title of the 
head of the state made numerous speeches at different cities for 
different occasions. In the first year, the reason of General Kenan 
Evren's visits were to legitimize the logic and necessity of the 
intervention before the eyes and in the minds of the public. In the 
following year the content of the speeches and the main reason for 
travelling all around the country was to create a positive public 
opinion on the new constitution text which was going to be voted by 
the citizens on 1982. The second half of the intervention, was almost 
like a electoral campaign for several reasons. First it was the new 
constitution text prepared by the 160 members of the Consultative 
Assembly. They had the main task of formulating a new law text with 
the guidance of the members of the National Security Council. In the 
descriptive book prepared by the General Secretariat of the National 
Security Council in July 1982, the formulation process and the main 
objective of the new law text was described with these lines:
" On The Path To The Establishment Of Democracy 
... The Consultative Assembly was to represent 
the provinces according to population, various 
professional institutions and groups and was 
establised as the result of various mathematical 
calculations....
The first and foremost task of the 
Consultative Assembly, to be formed of 160
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members and the Constituent Assembly, to 
consist of the members of the NSC will be to 
prepare the new Constitution.
Following the submission of the new 
Constitution to referendum and its adoption, 
the law concerning the establihment of 
political parties and the Electoral Law will 
be enacted. On the other hand, various 
draft laws and proposals, presently held by 
the NSC, will be delivered to the Consultative 
Assembly, following its establishment. "220
The other purpose of these speeches at different provinces of the 
country was to visualize the popularity of Kenan Evren, as the Head of 
the State, among the citizens22l. Because all the speeches and 
statements were covered in the news bulletin which at those days, the 
only channel for the Turkish audience to take visual information 
from. In the news bulletin of TRT which lasted for aproximately 40 
minutes was heavily consisted of Kenan Evren’s speeches and the 
activities of the National Security Council.
In each and every speech that Kenan Evren made during the 
coup, he strongly emphasized the importance and necessity of 
changing the current constitution. This new constitution text was 
supposed to be voted through a referendum, but the citizens were also
^^General Secretariat of the National Security Council.U September In 
Turkey ¡Before and After . (Ankara. July 1982.), 289.
221 Kenan Evren was the Chief of General Staff in 1980. He w as/is called as the head 
of 1980 Military Coup.
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going to vote for Kenan Evren to be the 7th President of Turkish 
Republic. As stated in the temporary law article in the Constitution of 
Turkish Republic, number 2709. After the referendum in November 
7th, 1982, both the new consitution and the presidency of Kenan Evren 
was a compelete victory with the percentage coming out of the ballots 
as 93.7 percent.
As a matter of fact, this referendum was found to be one of the 
most defective voting processes in the history of the Turkish Republic. 
The envelopes that were used by the voters were criticised to be see- 
through, which made the blue vote, that stands for 'No' to the new 
constitution visible, when the 'Yes' vote was represented by a white 
piece of paper.
At the constitution campaigns and the debates which were made 
on the new articles of the consitution there had been only one source 
giving information about the latest improvements on the new law 
text. The information was controlled and manipulated by the content 
before it was announced to public (Appendix 2). And by no surprise 
they were consisted of the thoughts in favour of the constitution and 
with an objective of legitimizing the new text in public mind even 
before the results coming out from the ballots. Any kind of statements 
and criticisms against the new law text was forbidden. This made the 
propaganda activity in favour of the new text, more efficient in terms 
of its objectives, having the new constitution been accepted by the 
majority of the citizens by not letting any doubtfull thoughts to be 
created.
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Not only for the referendum of the new constitution but all 
through that period of time during the intervention, the need of media 
to be public eye over the current circumstances and to visualize the 
contemporary issues with all different aspects. Although it may be 
required even more strongly at that period, democracy is a highly 
exacting creed in its expectations of the mass media. It requires that the 
media perform and provide certain functions for the political system 
for its being interrupted by the rulers with a gun power. In their article 
on communication systems and democratic values, Michael Gurevitch 
and Jay G. Blunder specify the democratic expectations of media 
performance in 8 significant items222.
1. Surveillance of the sociopolitical environment, 
reporting developments likely to impinge, positively or negatively, on 
the welfare of citizens.
2. Meaningful agenda-setting, identifying the key issues of 
the day, including the forces they have formed and may resolve them.
3. Platforms for an intelligible and illuminating advocacy 
by politicians and spokespersons of other causes and interest groups.
4. Dialogue across a diverse range of views, as well as 
between power holders (actual and prospective) and mass publics.
5. Mechanisms for holding officials to account for how 
they have exercised power.
6. Incentives for citizens to learn, choose, and become 
involved, rather than merely to follow and kibitz over the political 
process
Judith LichtenbcTg edt. Democracy and the Mass Media. (Cambridge University 
Press. New York. 1990.), 269.
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7. A principled resistance to the efforts of the forces outside 
the media to subvert their independence, integrity and ability to serve 
the audience.
8. A sense of respect for the audience member, as 
potentially concerned and able to make sense of his or her political 
environment. 2^ 3
It would not be realistic to expect all these items to be fulfilled 
during such a period of crisis. As the authors imply, these 8 items are 
not commonly observed even in the most democratic states. But all of 
these matters were deliberately ignored in the name of legitimizing the 
idea and actual performance of the intervention. This was a well 
organized propaganda activity where the only information was 
manipulated by NSC and the truth was presented the way they have 
wanted them to be. As the TRT's being a public economic enterprise 
and being completely dependent on the ruler by economic and political 
means made it hard for the different aspects of a matter to be seen on 
TV. The audience did not have much chance, they had to believe what 
they see; when all they see a single, black and white TV screen which 
other information channels were also under control. After a certain 
period of time of numerous repetitions, as experienced/practiced in the 
3rd Reich Germany, the audience begin to believe what they see or hear 
as the only truth rather than the truth itself.
223 Ibid., 270.
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4.2.1 A New Tradition In Newscasts; Suspects On Display
As Elliot, Murdock and Schlesinger explain the state's official discourse
and priorities, they come up with the interpretation of the program
genres and find out that some programs are more convenient than
others in terms of using and neutralizing the given discourse. These
programs function as a "catalyst". According to them, the certain types
of programming such as news bulletins and action-adventure series are
relatively "closed" and operate mainly or wholly within the terms of
reference set by the official discourse224.
"Soon after the single color, single screen 12th 
September takeover, the military administration 
television was modified as a propaganda
mechanism."225
For each and every practice, function and submission of the 
media there is manipulation in the essence226. Hence even in the most 
innocent operation of the media manipulation with an ideological 
performance is easy to mention227 . Although in the claim of 
operation, news bulletins are presumed to be impartial and plain in
 ^ Philip Elliot, Graham Murdock and Philip Schlesinger. Terrorism and the State: A 
Case Study of the Discourses of Telei’ision. Media Culture and Society A Critical 
Reader. Sage Publications. London. 1986),268 
225 fsjun Çolakoglu. Ibid., 92.
22b Sadık Güne?. Mcdyfl z>e Kültür Sessiz Yığınların Kültürel İntiharı. (Vadi 
Yayınları. Ankara. 1995), 166.
227 Ibid.
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terms of the production procedures before and during transmission, in 
the light of this specifications it loses its unquestionnable innocence.
When we look at the percentages of the news programs in the 
overall broadcast through the years we see the changes in the ratio to 
the overall broadcast at particular periods.
Figure 2: The ratio of news programs to the overall broadcast through 
the years 1968-1982.
The Percentage Of News Programs To The Overall Broadcast Through The Years
Sources22^ : TRT Functioning Reports of the stated years229 .
^28 ]vjo data was found for the years 1970, 1976 and 1980.
229 Faaliyet ve Mali Bünye Raporları. Ibid, and özden Çankaya. Ibid., 114 (for 
listings)
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When we look at the chart on the broadcast ratio’s of the news 
programs, we see certain raises in three different years (the ratio 
obtained in 1969 it does not give us a healthy figure since it was the first 
year of scheduled broadcasting, the overall broadcast hours were very 
limited and the technical and professional structure of TRT was not 
advanced to produce programs in other genres). In 1972, which is the 
following year of 1971 Memorandum the ration to the overall 
broadcast climbs to 28.5 percent. The next peak in the next five years is 
in 1977. The propaganda activity other than the governing party first 
began on this year. It can also be considered as the broadcast year with 
the most "democratic" improvements were made for the first decade of 
television broadcast in Turkey. The last peak was in 1981 and 1982 as 
the following years of 12th September coup detat. In 1982, news 
program ratio reaches its highest percentage with 31.34 percent to the 
overall bradcast through the year.
With the 1980 military intervention new concepts was 
introduced to the history of television broadcasting in Turkey. The 
display of the suspect arrested or taken under custody was one of them.
As accepted to be a fundemental right for every individual, one 
is innocent until his crime is proven by concrete evidence. Before the 
1980 military intervention we see this basic human right practiced in 
mass media. When a suspect is arrested, he was not displayed on TV. 
This was because of the individual's personal rights and not to be 
abused by yet unproven accusations.
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After the last coup in Turkey, this approach to individual rights 
has changed in the name of "common good" as it was presented. The 
arrested prospective criminals ("anarchists" with the most common 
word to describe a suspect in the jargon of 1980 military intervention) 
were displayed on TV, with the expressions such as the"., as a member
of an outlaw group; the enemy of the unity of the country....  2
terrorists were arrested..". Using the televisual technics , these people 
were shown as the most pathetic creatures on earth "who try to destroy 
the unity of the beautiful country that they were born in"230 .
"... presentations of terrorism turn out to be good 
deal more diverse and complex than the simpler 
assumptions about television’s relation to the state 
and to a dominant ideology would predict. "231
The official discourse and the alternative and oppositional 
replies furnish the images in the television channels in different 
countries. All the argument and points of reference round which 
television's presentations of terrorism and the satete’s responses are 
organized. But they do not fall into the television system like a stone 
through water. A kind of translation process takes place on the current 
issues to be announced in the newscasts and the raw ideological
230 'Taking the picture from an angle above when the arrested was going to be shown 
on TV, this kind of carelations are giving the natural effect of humiliating the one on 
screen, when putting you above him by the help of the set angle on the screen. They 
were always in hand-cuffs. They all looked down to the floor..." From an interview 
with Prof. Erol Mutlu (Ankara University Faculty of Communications) whom was a 
television director when 1980 military intervention took part.
231 Philip Elliot, Graham Murdock and Philip Schlesinger. Ibid., 268.
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material they provide are carefully worked on and turned into a 
fragment in a daily television scheduled broadcasting.
4.3 What Did Screen Tell During The Intervention
In the year 1980, television broadcast were covering the area of 62.96% 
of the whole country which the 74.2% of the overall population were 
able to watch the scheduled transmission^32
The issue of bottleneck of energy was one of the main topics of 
the year for Turkey. Hence, the Turkish Institute of Electricity had 
asked the Turkish Radio and Television Corporation to keep the 
overall duration of the whole day broadcasts as short as possible. Most 
of the programs that were announced in the TRT Plan of Broadcast 
were cancelled for this reason.
In the General Broadcast Plan of TRT for the year 1980 the 
"aimed" percentages of the program genres to take part for television 
were anounced as follows.
O/den Cankaya. Ibid., 57.
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Table 6: The presumed ratio of programs in genres with percentage to 
the overall duration.
Program Genres Ratio (%)
Programs for Children 8.92
Educational 16.92
Cultural 6.2
Musical 7.23
Entertainment 7.3
Dramas 17.51
Movies 8.9
Newscast, News Program, Sports 17.85
Advertisement
Others 0.82
TOTAL 100
Source: 1980 Program Plan233
As an interpretation of this table, we see that the major 
importance is laid on the Newscasts and News Programs with 17.85% 
in the overall broadcast planning of the year. Dramas follow them with 
a percentage of 17.51. In this table w e see that for the year 1980, the less 
emphasized program genre was the "Cultural Programs" with 6.2% 
ratio.
^ ^ 1 9 8 0  Yılı Program Plant. (TRT Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. Ankara. 1980)
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When the 1981 Broadcast Plan was prepared energy was still a big 
problem for Turkey, which effected the program schedules in terms of 
the duration and ratio of the programs in general.
Table 7: The programs of 1981 according to their genres, aimed and 
accrued percentages in the overall broadcast.
Program Genres Aimed Ratio (%) Accrued Ratio (%)
News 17 29.4
Children's 6.5 9.2
Educational-Cultural 27.7 18
Musical 6.9 5.7
Dramas 18.2 19
Entertainment 6.8 7.4
Movies 8.8 12.4
Advertisement 7 7.8
Others 1.1 4.8
TOTAL 100 100
Source: 1981 Program Plan234
In 1981, when the programs were categorized in accordance to 
the source of making, we see the table below. The programs are in a 
ratio of percentage to the overall brodacast through 1981. The overall 
duration of the program types in a full broadcast year are taking place 
in the third cell.
When we look at the ratio of the television programs in terms of 
the percentages in the whole program plan of broadcast, we see that in
234 ¡gfd Y,i, Program Flam. fl RT Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. Ankara. 1981)
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the first year of the military intervention, the percentage of the 
Newscasts, News Programs and the Home Product Programs make 
58.85%. Hence, this percentage stands for 72487 minutes of broadcast, 
via programs deliberately formed and produced according to the 
priorities of the Turkish Radio and Television Corporation 
administrative body. The content and discourse of the programs which 
were aimed to be produced and accrued in the end were to be 
determined by the members of the administrative body.
In a dramatically different fashion, the decision makers of 1981 
had given the concept of "culture" an unquestionable primacy and had 
emphasized this new priority with the reasons in the 1981 General 
Broadcast Plan^^  ^ . The table on the General Broadcast Plan of 1980 
shows that the percentage of the Cultural Programs was 6.2; one of the 
last among others. In the same plan issued in 1981, this percentage 
increased to 27, with the additional support, as a category, of the 
educational programs in which TRT has not been so strong^36.
4.3.1 The Principles Established For The Home Product 
Programs
In the 1981 General Broadcast Plan, " Anarchy and Terror" was given a 
prior emphasis, and was described under an independent new title.
^ ^ Î981  TRİ Genel Yayın lalanı. (Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü. No:128. Ankara.), 78. 
236 Kasaroğlu. TKİ'nin Dünü-Bugünü- Yarını. (Tercüman Gazetesi. 29.8.1981), 7.
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After a detailed description of the aims of the planning, executing and 
supporting cadres of such activities, the plan goes on with the 
description of the stand point of TRT and what it must do for a counter
move.
" In this situation TRT will going to take the 
side of the state and produce programs in 
order to prevent people to become a puppet of 
the forces of violence and terror. In this 
critical situation, TRT has a crucial role 
especially on the matters of attitude and 
behaviour: According to this:
- In order to develop love bonds in-between 
the citizens
- In order to keep the aim of national unity 
and uniformity alive
- In order to make social peace to be re­
established
- In order to help the citizens to gain the 
active and participant characteristics
- In order to penetrate Atatürk, Atatürkism, 
and the Principles of Atatürk to the citizens, 
such programs will heavily be made." 237
As a matter of fact, after the coup in 12th September 1980, the 
impact of the martial law and the current circumstances especially the 
terrorist activities were seen on the program planning of the TRT.
23779^2 IRT Genel Yayın Plant.. Ibid.
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4.4 Law of Radio and Television: 2954
Some of the most dramatic consequences experienced through the 
times of crises in Turkey has happened to be on and to media (press, 
radio and television), by various means. The times of crises all in the 
three different types of government, the elected, the interregnum 
governments and under the military rule had the same tone of 
manipulating the main manipulator; the media. As likely to be seen 
through the history of three Turkish Republics^^S  ^ although this 
distinction was based upon the three different constitutions that were 
applicable in Turkey, three Turkish Republics, the media takes its 
share from the legitimization of oppression.
The two law texts which were written in the military regimes by 
the interregnum governments had different approaches to take the 
media under control. These are the two law texts prepared for the 
media, law 1568 and law 2954.
The law 2954, which was valid November 14th, 1983 onwards 
was strongly under the commandment of the National Security 
Council. This impact can easily be monitored from the added, and 
changed articles and from the law text as a whole. This law text was 
introduced by Prime Minister Bülent Ulusu (between September 20th,
This distinction was strongly emphasised in Politics in the Third Turkish Republic, 
edited by Ahmet Evin and Metin Heper. According to the authors. Republic of Turkey 
is consisted of three main periods. These periods are determined by the establishment 
dates of constitution texts. (1924 Constitution and after: 1st Republic, 1961 Constitution 
and after: 2nd Republic, 1982 Constitution and after: 3rd Republic)
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1980- December 13th, 1983) and the interregnum government. In the 
two different law texts on radio and television broadcasting the articles 
and their contents give us concrete indications about the level of the 
oppression as an objective's^ . This law text that we are going to 
examine has the most solid accentuation for the before and after 
pictures concerning the military intervention to media.
The amendments that took place in the law text, fabricated by the 
military government, had a great impact on the checks and balance 
procedures of broadcasting from that date on. In the previous text, the 
first part of the law was giving certain descriptions and restrictions on 
the "Broadcasting Principles" which also laid a lot of importance on the 
counsellorship of the academicians^^o.
In the text inacted after the military coup, the article on Political 
Broadcasting Referee Council was abrogated so did the Referee 
CounciP^i, According to this former article, the Referee Council would 
be composed of three scholars from Ankara University '^^  ^ . Two of the 
members would be from the Faculty of Political Science and Law, and 
were to be the senior academicians, with an expertness on
Süleyman Coşkun. Ibid., 61.
240 füficiyg Radyo Televizyon Kurumu Kanunu. (TRT Hukuk Müşavirliği, Ankara, 
1972.), 13.
241 Ibıd., 14.
242 Ankara University had a strong background in accustoming cadres for the  
administrative ranks of the state and to the juridiciary. Mekteb-i Mülkiye, which is 
later called as Siyasal Bilgiler Fakültesi (Faculty of Political Science) was 
established in 1859 and many leading figures in Turkish intelligentsia graduated from 
this faculty. Also Faculty of Law, is one of the prominent law schools with Istanbul 
Üniversitesi Hukuk Fakültesi (Istanbul University Faculty of Law) in Turkish 
jurisprudence.
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Constitutional Law, human rights, political science and political 
sociology. The third member was supposed to be from the same 
faculties' Administrative Law and Public Administration departments. 
And the other members of the faculties mentioned above would be 
serving as the reserve members. Apart from these prerequisitions, the 
members could not be a member of any political party and could not 
have any possible bond with a political party in three years prior to 
their candidacy. This was also an important balancing factor in keeping 
the different ideological interpretations to be spoken out in a more just 
allocation of duration in the programs broadcasted.
Governmnet's power was likely to preserve a convenient 
ground in taking the substantial slice of the cake. Since the Turkish 
Radio Television Corporation is a fully dependent on the government 
for being a public economic enterprise^^^ jh e  extravagance in favour 
of the government party, in terms of durations and contents of the 
programs or the news bulletins.
In the law 1568, article 13 mentions a just distribution of the 
overall duration of a live coverage from National Assembly, among 
the political parties which has groups to be presented in the 
assembly244 . in these coverages there is an obligation for broadcasting 
which implies, if a speech presenting the government in the live
243 jjie Chairman and the members of the Board of Directors of the TRT are assigned by 
the Cabinet after the amendment in the Law of Radio and Television made after the 
Memorandum by Military in 1971.
244 Türkiye Radyo ve Televizyon Kurumu Kanunu. (TRT Hukuk Müşavirliği. 
Ankara,! 972.), 14.
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coverages were ever made, then the other speakers, representing other 
political parties are to be broadcasted as the government 
representative's245 . gut on the other hand, when we look at the the 
law introduced in 1983, we see that this just allocation of time in the 
live coverages and also the news bulletins are abrogated and replaced 
by the necessity of a political party other than the one that runs the 
governing activity, to perform in a way that their activity can be 
classified as "news". In other words, the other parties that are excluded 
in the existing government has to do a sensational performance to take 
part in the news bulletins.
The article about Correction and Right to Answer is abolished, 
and instead the obligation to the government party representative's^ 
for " not making a speech that can possibly cause the subject of the 
reproach to answer", introduced^“^  . Hence the government party was 
given the responsibility of deciding what can cause to right to answer 
and by the same token he has to give the information that may not 
possibly need to have any corrections on.
In article 21 of the same law text 2954 , we see that the live 
coverages were limited with the openings and the ceremony of taking 
the oath in the assembly247 , xhe rest of the sessions that take place all 
through the legislative year were kept behind closed doors. In the
245 Ibid. (Article 15), 15.
246 Ibid. ( Article 19), 16.
Türkiye Radyo ve Televizyon Kanunu (TRT Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü Yayınları. 
No;183. Ankara, 1983),16.
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previous law, the debates on the national budget , the regular 
meetings' detailed summary not less than 20 minutes for each day 
under the name of "The Turkish National Assembly Hour" and other 
live coverages were completely cancelled^^s
The other major amendments on the administrative body and 
the broadcasting principles are more like the squaller of militarization 
among the lines of the recent law text on mass media after the 1980 
coup d'etat. The following emphases are about the representation of 
the armed forces in the broadcasting processes and how these anti­
democratic interference to the right to take information of the citizens 
take place in the name of maintaining the law and order with the holy 
spirit of interventionism.
The interregnum government's mass media law puts the 
establishment and the method of new mass media channels under 
control and give the staff generals to make verdicts on the most 
technical matters that only the professional broadcasting staff would 
have the knowledge on. In article 4/ c, " The establishment of radio 
and TV channels, their daily broadcasting contents, timetables, 
program durations and the principle and method of the foreign 
boardcasting facilites are decided by The Cabinet and the National 
Security Council."249
Türkiye Radyo Televizyon Kurumu Kanunu (TRT Hukuk Müşavirliği. Ankara, 1972) 
Article 14, p. 15.
Türkiye Radyo ve Televizyon ( TRT Basılı Yayınlar Müdürlüğü Yayınları.
No:183. Ankara. 1983),2.
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In law 2954, article 18/2 . " Turkish Radio and Television 
Broadcasting Corporation, is obliged to broadcast the government 
statements on and about the limitations of declaration of war and 
martial law.''^^^
Article 31, in the same law text mentions the Censor Board 
officially251 . Although there use to be a auto-control mechanism 
among the Turkish Radio and Television administrative cadres, which 
was first introduced right after the 1972 Memorandum there has not 
been an official announcement on its legitimacy and existance. But 
with this law text Censor Board's activities, done in the name of 
keeping the country together, on the same territory, within the given 
borders. And also maintaining the unity of the nation around the 
traditional values have been legitimized for the first time. In the law 
text the given article mentions a member of the Turkish Armed Forces 
to take part in this board and the activity that will make with an 
identity of an advisor only for the situations where it may concern the 
armed forces.
In the law text 2954, it was stated that radio and television 
stations could only be established by the state and could only be 
administrated as the public juridical personality. It was also indicated 
that the process of broadcasting was going to be impartial. As a matter
250 Ibid., 15.
251 Ibid., 22.
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of fact its hard to obtain impartiality as long as the appointment of the 
Director General and the Board of Directors were concerned^^^.
With the law 2954, had introduced a new institution first time in 
the broadcast history of Turkey, Radyo Televizyon Üst Kurulu ( The 
Supreme Council of Radio and Television). This council was charged 
with the duties of inspection of radio and televisions and also fixing 
the broadcasting principles of the given mediums. These council of 12 
members were announced to be impartial and independent, but when 
we look at the creation and formation of this council it is easy to 
contemplate how hard it would be to obtain these features^SS
252 özden Çankaya. Türkiye'de Radyo ve Televizyon Yaytnctiğımn Yasal Gelişimi. 
Emir Turam ed. Ibid., 69-70.
253 Ibid., 70.
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CONCLUSION
In the light of the facts presented in the previous chapters, we can 
divide the television broadcasting in Turkey into four main 
periods/phases. This division is made according to the ruler's attitude 
and applications on electronic broadcasting with the legitimization 
process and its implications afterwards. In this classification process the 
organizational influence and the technological factors are considered as 
the main parameters.
First period is as mentioned in the 1961 Constitution; 'electronic 
broadcasting as an autonomous activity". Second, comes the 
amendment made soon after 1971 Memorandum, limiting the 
freedom of electronic media and taking away the autonomous 
structure. 1980 intervention makes the starting point of the third phase 
with the content and discourse determining processes and also the new 
boards and councils introduced by law to control and provide a 
legitimate censorship. And the fourth phase is a much recent 
experience introduced by 28th February 1997 and its the multi channel, 
single voice period of Turkish television broadcasting, which is needed 
to be studied in a broader sense with all the different inputs in its 
contemprorary environment.
News editor and program producer Haluk Şahin makes an 
overlook to the 30 year history of TRT and points out that TRT has
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been used as a medium of "non-disputation" rather than a medium of 
"dispute". It operated for the "obstruction of communication" instead 
of providing communication skills
According to the extensive opinion in public, television is the 
"medium of political information"--'*-  ^ In the light of all these 
comments made both by television professionals and the members of 
academia, when we make an overlook to the facts presented at the 
previous pages, the propaganda activity through television was taken 
seriously by the current governments/ruling cadres. The realization of 
the importance of television by the military goes back to 1971 
memorandum. Yet television was a very young technology for those 
days and the transmission was hardly reaching beyond greater Ankara 
its impact over a mass population is heard to mention. The 
interventionism of the military over television was a tailoring success 
for the earliest attempts were always legitimized soon after by law texts. 
Both TRT’s being a state owned public enterprise and there had not 
been another establishment in the business, single screen brought in 
success in the spreading of current ideologies. The autonomy 
established in the early years were banned after 1971 and the members 
of the administrative body of the corporation began to be selected by the
Haluk Şahin. Ö2f/ Televizyonlar ve Demokrasi y4fmos/fn. In EmirTuram ed.Ibid., 
192.
255 Nükhet Güz. Köşegeni Üzerinde Syasi’f. Emir Turam ed. Ibid.
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current government. TRT remained dependent for the funding was 
provided by the state/government.
At the period of last military intervention 1980-83, there was 
single screen broadcasting in black and white. Hence it was the only 
channel to take information from.
On the improvements in television technology, the post­
intervention periods take the lead. The military interventionism took 
the issue of electronic transmission seriously. The number of radio­
links, and transmission stations were increased and the interland of 
television signals’ reach was raised in parallel.
On the other hand, the ratio of the news programs to the overall 
broadcast raised in the times of intervention. Only in 1977 
exceptionally the technological improvements took place. It was the 
year when other parties were allowed to make propaganda on screen 
before the elections. Within the years of intervention the active 
political communication medium was television since the popularity 
of this medium was very high for Turkish society. At those days the 
radio receivers were replaced by television sets and the interpretation 
of this new "guest of honour of every house" was a "higher social 
status ".
The deliberate use of television comes with news programs and 
newscasts apart from home product programs. These program 
productions were regulated in terms of the issues they were going to 
focus on and the main rules they had to obey. This medium's
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deliberate usege can easily be seen at the official letter sent to TRT's 
newsroom soon after the intervention. All the matters concerning the 
domestic and foreign news were taken under control deliberately and 
the gatekeeper of the news was an appointed officer. Later on with the 
news articles introduced by news law text, the program making process 
was going to be monitored and controlled from the early stages and the 
last decision was going to be made by an oppointed officers apart from a 
group of professionals. With the new law text, a board for radio 
television control and regulation was mentioned and Radio Television 
Supreme Council was established.
At the years of the single channel black and white broadcasting, 
the duration of news programs manipulated by the current 
government/ruling cadre meant more than it does now. Since the only 
information channel for mass population was radio and television and 
TRT's being a state owned enterprise made a one way propagation 
possible. No rival groups, thoughts and aspects were represented so the 
given truth was considered to be "reality". All the carefully 
embroidered facts and priorities mentioned in the official letters both 
for news and programs were signifying a deliberate and systematical 
usage of television.
When we look at the journals we also see them under control. 
Many journalists who tended to write against the intervention were 
severely punished, which made the cells in prisons more crowded than 
the news-rooms at those days. The legitimization process of the coup
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had ended up with a great success with the 1982 referendum. The 
legitimization of the intervention, with its logic, announced starting 
point and the prominent figures of the intervention by Kenan Evren's 
becoming a television personality in the end were the end results of 
this process. The military web of censorship was valid for all the 
mediums of mass communication. There was no place to run, since 
press doubled the impact of the news broadcasted the day before the 
newspapers were published. Because it was fobidden to publish any 
news other than the ones the NSC wants.
When we make an overall evaluation in the light of the facts 
presented in the previous chapters, an even clear conclusion can easily 
be observed. During 1980 coup, television was used as a tool of 
propaganda activity in a systematical fashion, when compared to the 
interventions earlier. The content and the discourse which were going 
to be used in the programs were determined by official statements soon 
after the coup and the supervision of the military officers on the 
matters, under the concerns of television professionals, was then 
legitimized by law. Therefore 1980 military intervention has 
introduced Turkey a coup with a mediatic profile.
In the history of the military interventions in Turkey, since 
there were no technology available in 1960, and the generals of 1971 
Memorandum and the National Security Council were more 
concerned with the law text on television more than the medium itself 
since the scheduled broadcast was not an issue at that time, the main 
emphasis was again on the radio in particular. But when we come to
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1980, we see a some kind of re-invention oi television by the members 
of the intervention. Its the first date (September 12th, 1980 with the 
General Kenan Evren’s live television speech at 13:00).
All the matters that took place within the three different periods 
of intervention takes us to the point that the deliberate use and the 
content with the discourse studies on television were taken more 
seriously after each intervention in particular. Each intervention 
appears to be more well equipped and also well organized than the 
previous one. The tactics were planned carefully and the end was made 
relatively predictable to the benefit of the intervention. But from a 
different standpoint, every intervention gives a clue about the next 
moves on television broadcasting, during the next military 
intervention. The success in adaptation of the ideology to the current 
situations and also broadcasting has been worthwhile. Ideology 
always finds its way for a suitible way for spreading.
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APPENDIX 1:
The Law on Limitization of the Qualifications of Press.
Neşir Yoluyla v^ eya Radyo ile yahut Toplantılarda İşlenen 
Bazı Cürümler Hakkında Kanun
7 Haziran 1954 
6733 Sayılı Kanun
Madde 1- Matbuat vasıtasıyla her ne surette olursa olsun:
1. Namus, şeref, itibar veya haysiyete tecavüz edilmesi veya hakarette 
bulunulması,
2. İtibar kıracak veya şöhret, meslek veya servete zarar verebilecek bir 
hususun isnat edilmesi,
3. Rıza hilafına hususi veya ailevi ahvalin işaa edilmesi veya teşhir 
olunması,
4. Yukarıdaki hal ve suretlerle tecavüz, hakaret, isnat, işaa veya teşhire 
maruz bırakılacağından bahsiyle tehditte bulunulması,
5. Kanunda tasrih edilen haller haricinde resmi sıfatı haiz olanları 
küçük düşürmeyi hedef tutuan ve ya bunlar aleyhine istikhak ve 
istihfaf hissi telkin edebilecek yahut müphem ve suizannı davet 
eyleyebilecek mahiyette neşriyatta bulunulması.
Hallerinde fail 1 seneden 3 seneye kadar hapis ve (3000) liradan (10000) 
liraya kadar ağır para cezasıyla cezalandırılır.
Yukarıda yazılı cürümler resmi sıfatı haiz olanlar aleyhinde sıfat ve 
hizmetlerinden dolayı işlendiğinde cürme mürettep olan ceza üçte 
birden yarıya kadar arttınlarak hükmolunur.
Madde 2- l'inci maddede yazılı cürümlerden dolayı takibat icrası 
şikayete bağlı değildir. Ancak Cumhuriyet Müddeiumumisi tahkikata 
başlamazdan evvel mağdurun yazılı muvafakatini alır.
Hüküm katileşinceye kadar bu muvafakatin geri alınması halinde 
hukuku amme davası sukut eder.
Resen takibi müstelzim olan veya takibi için, mucafakat, talep veya 
müracaata tabi bulunan hakaret, sövme, tezlil, tezyil veya debe ve 
hürmete münafi hareket suçlan hakkında bu maddenin ikinci ve 
üçüncü fıkraları tatbik edilmez.
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Madde 3- Devletin siyasi ve mali itibanna dokunabilecek v'eya 
ammenin telaş veya heyecanmnı mucip olabilecek yahut amme 
nizamını veya halkın devlete karşı beslediği itimat ve emniyeti 
sarsabilecek veya her ne suretle olursa olsun ammenin huzur ve 
sükununun bozulmasını tevlit edebilecek mehiyetteki yalan haber ve 
havadizleri yahut bu mahiyetteki vesikaları naşredenler veya bu 
şekilde yazı yazanlar yahut sauniyetle veya maksadı mahsusa müstenit 
olarak neşriyatta bulunanlar veya devletin veya hütümetin hariçteki 
itibar veya nüfuzunu kıracak şekilde asılsız, mübalağalı veya maksadı 
mahsusa müstenit haber, havadis veya malumatı yabancı 
memleketlerde neşrettirenler veya bilerek neşrine sebebiyet verenler 
yahut resmi makam, merci, heyet, teşekkül veya resmi sıfatı haiz 
olanlar aleşhine tahrik edici mahiyette neşriyatta bulunanlar 1 seneden 
3 seneye kadar hapis ve (lOOOO)liradan aşağı olmamak üzere ağır para 
cezasıyla cezalandırılırlar.
Yazı, haber, havadis, resim ve vesikalann metin, muhteva veya 
mahiyetlerinin tarif veya tağyir edilerek neşri de aym cezayı muciptir.
Ammenin ihtiyaçlan için zaruri sayılan maddelerin azalmasım veya 
fiyatlarının yükselip düşmesini tevlit edebilecek veya dahili emniyeti 
tehlikeye düşürebilecek yahut hükümet veya amme işlerine müteallik 
kararları almaya salahiyetli diğer bütün resmi makam ve teşekküllere 
oina saygı ve itimadı sarsacak mahiyette yalan neşriyatta bulunanlar 
veya resmi makam ve mercilerle resmi sıfatı haiz olanlann her türlü 
tasarruf, icraat veya muameleleri hakkında yalan haber ve havadis 
neşredenler veya bunlara müteallik haber, havadis yahut vakıanmı 
tahrifi süretiyle neşriyatt abulunanira birinci fıkrada yazılı ceza iler 
cezalandırılırlar.
Yukardaki fıkralarda yazılı neşriyat, yalnız şahsın maddi veya 
manevi zararını mucip olabilecek mahiyette ise mağdurun şikayeti 
üzerine faili üç aydan bir seneye kadar hapis ve (2000) liradan 
(lOOOO)liraya kadar ağır para cezası ile cezalandırdın 
Kanunda yazılı cümleleri nakil veya iktibas edenler, cürme mürettep 
ceza ile cezalandırılırlar.
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APPENDIX 2 : The notice sent to the News Department of TRT 
Corporation.
14. October. 1980
THE MATTERS TO BE OBEYED IN NEWS BULLETINS
1- FOREIGN NEWS
a) Any foreign news which is not against us can be given.
2- INTERNAL NEWS
a) There will not be any news on anarchy.
b) The news against the administration, and announcements of 
National Security Council, the incidents and actions against martial 
law will not be broadcasted.
c) The news which does not concern everyone ( small fires, traffic 
accidents...etc.) will not be broadcasted.
d) The notices on martial law announced by the National Security 
Council will be transported and broadcasted through the channel of 
Bureau of Military Correspondence in TRT. (The notices will be signed 
by an authorized personnel in the Bureau of Military Correspondence)
e) The news which is excluded in the limitations specified above can be 
broadcasted.
3- OTHER MATTERS
a) The announcements of National Security Council will be 
broadcasted three times and the announcements on martial law twice 
(if the announcement is very important it will be broadcasted three 
times) unless another specification is made.
I l l
b) On 14th and 15th of September, interviews will be made with the 
ordinary people on the take-over of Turkish Armed Forces. ( The 
interviews will be made in different districts of the city and mostly 
with the middle aged citizens. The interviews has to get an approval 
before its broadcasted.)
c) The necessary preliminary arrangements will be made before the 
press conference on September 16th. (The exact hour of the conference 
will be announced soon.)
d) The slides of Atatürk will be used in television but their duration 
will not be too long.
Osman Akyol 
Staff Colonel
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-  rI45ER E A İ'FS S İ E lŞ rjiJJl  -
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1 -  D IŞ  liÂ EZH IZH  : -
-)  A le y h irıi::G  с^'х.у^л h e r d ış  h aber v e r i l e b i l i r ./
2 -  İÇ H A B EFIEH  :
r
a) A n a r ş iy e  a i t  M ç b i r  haber v e riL v e y e c e k .
b) b ' i l l i  'lü v e r Jik  K o n s e y i'n in  sevk ■?€■ id a re  tarzırıe^;· yönetime ı^ e 
Konsey b ir d i  T i l e r i y l e ,  srizıyönsStin t e b li ğ l e r i n e  l^arşı tutum ve o la y la r  
ve riİm e y e o e k ti r .
o) heri-ıesi i  Ig ila a d i  m e y  en ( küçük y a n g ın , t r a f i k  k a s a s ı v s . )  g ib i 
к o m la r  v e r i  İm eyeoekti r ,
d) ЬШИ Giiırenlik К саз ey i ve sı^yönetin bildirileri THC*deki 
Askerî îınibat Bürosu kanadıyla i lg ily  yere ulaştırılacak ve yayınlanacaktır, 
(Bildirilo’r  Askerî İrtibat Bürosu'ndaiid yetkilinin parafesini taşıyacaktır.)
e) lu k a r ıd a M  k ı s ı t l a m a l a r ^ ' d ışrn da lzi' h a b e rle r y a y ı r J j r n a b i l i r ·
> - D İĞ ER  KUS'JSIAR;
,^) A k s i b e lir tilm e d ik o ^  b î i l l i  G ü ve n lik  Konseyi b i l d i r i l e r i  üç d e fa , 
s ık ıy ö n e tim  b i l d i r i l e r i  i k i  ^ f a  ( Çok önemli is e  üç defa) y a y ın la n a c a k tır .
b) 1л veya I 5 Ey k ü l^ d e  Dürk S i l a h l ı  K u v '/ e t l e r i ’ n in  yönetime e l  kcymas; 
^ile  i l g i l i  o la ra k  h a lk  a rasın d a r ö p o r t a j  y a p ı l a c a k t ı r . (R ö p ortaj jra p ılırk e n  
d e ğ iş ik  s e r ile r d e  ve dana ziy a d e  o r t a  y a ş lı l a r · la  y a tıla c a lc , y a p ıla n  rö p o rta j 
i ç i n  y ^ m a  girmeden/^m-\;-el t ;ıs v i p  a l ı n a c a k t ı r ,)
o) 16 B y lü l  19^0 günü Ea ş b a lıa n lü rta  y a p ıla c a k  basın t o p l a n t ı s ı  i ç î n  
g e re k li h a z ı r l ı k l a r  önceden y a p ılm ış  o la c a lc t ır , ( la s ın  t o p l a n t ıs ı  s a a ti 
a j-rıc a  b i l d i r i l e c e k t i r .)
d У ;V3ÎATÜRK’ le  i l ' i l i  I I A ’ l a r  y a y ın la i ’d.··. уо'Г alaca-: meal·: kalma sü re si
/
usun o lm rp k e a k tır.
AH. n
О0 Г.Ш /KYOL 
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